
East KernEast Kern
Visions

January 2016January 2016

Visions

Veterans Memorial Building,
page 3

A look at the Whiskey Flat
Encampment, pa  ge 8



JANUARY 2016 EAST KERN VISIONS2

Publisher
John Watkins

Editor
John D. Bennett

Christopher Livingston

Advertising Director
Paula McKay

Advertising Sales
Rodney Preul

Barbara Schultheiss

Writers
Jessica Weston

Christopher Livingston
Deborah Mills
Katie Archibald

For this issue, we take a 
look at the major festival 
that is Whiskey Flat Days 
in Kernville. We also fea-

ture nearby museums.

Inside this issue
Veterans Memorial Building ..............3
Maturango Museum ..........................5
Whiskey Flat Encampment 2016.......8

U.S. Naval Museum of 
Armament and Technology.............12

On the cover: XXX

East KernEast Kern
Visions

January 2016January 2016

Visions

On the cover: The Sue Byrd Fountain is outside the
Maturango Museum. It was designed and built as 

an Eagle Scout project by Danny Foster and Troup 848 
in May 2007.

photo by 
Jessica Weston



3JANUARY 2016 EAST KERN VISIONS

(760) 375-4123
501 W. Ridgecrest Blvd.

For All of Your
Automotive Needs

BY CHRISTOPHER LIVINGSTON

The Historical Society of the Up-
per Mojave Desert (HSUMD)
has been home to everything re-

lated to the history of Ridgecrest and
the Indian Wells Valley. 

And on Nov. 7, the society added an-
other facility, located slightly northeast
of the HSUMD headquarters, that will
serve as a place of remembrance: the
Veterans Memorial Building.

The memorial is the only one east of
Bakersfield, said HSUMD president Tex
Hoppus. 

“We received proclamation from the
state senate and assembly for making
this possible,” he said. “We want the
Veterans Memorial Building to be more
well-known and used. We want more
pictures and archives of veterans from
the Upper Mojave Desert.”

The structure was originally a one-
room schoolhouse located in Isabella
that was built in 1905 and used for 40
years. When Lake Isabella was being
created, the entire town had to move a
mile and a half south, including the

Veterans Memorial Building adds historical flavor to Mojave Desert

PHOTO BY CHRISTOPHER LIVINGSTON/DAILY INDEPENDENT
The interior of the Veterans Memorial Building shows the flags of the different branches of the United States Armed Forces, collages of Upper Mojave Desert veterans and mem-
orabilia donated to the historical society.

SEE MEMORIAL, 4
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school.
Ten years after its closing, in March

1955, the Girl Scouts bought the building
and moved it to Hellmer’s Park in Ridge-
crest. Two months later, the Girl Scout
Committee donated the schoolhouse to
the Kern County Parks, and the building
was used for many different activities.

When the City of Ridgecrest wanted
to use the land on which the schoolhouse
sat for a solar field facility, the school-
house was going to be burned down.
HSUMD sprang up and obtained the
building and worked with a moving
company to relocate the structure for a
fourth time to its present location adja-
cent to the HSUMD office.

The building, with the exception of
modern technology, has been restored
to its original look and design. The wood
on the inside was specially milled to
match the original feel, and new shiplap
was used to restore decaying panels. It

was all done through the help of volun-
teers, and the materials were donated.

It’s a part of the historical society’s vi-
sion: ultimately, there will be a historical
block, where there is the HSUMD build-
ing, the Veterans Memorial Building,
and restoration of the old jail (located
behind the HSUMD building) and quon-
set huts that housed the old volunteer
firefighters and their trucks.

“Those will take work,” Hoppus said.
“Everything is done by donation. We
have to keep this (the HSUMD building)
safe and operating, first and foremost.
The other restorations will happen as
we get to it, but it will be in that order.”

For now, the Veterans Memorial Build-
ing is in its infancy. Hoppus said that
any veteran who has a tie to the Upper
Mojave Desert is welcome to share with
the society a memory of his or her serv-
ice.

The material can be sent to HSUMD,
230 W. Ridgecrest Blvd., Ridgecrest, CA
93555-4011 or by e-mail to:  tex.hoppus@
verizon.net. ❖

Above: The current Veterans Memorial Building was dedicated on Nov. 7. 

Below: Isabella Elementary School was a one-room
schoolhouse built in 1905 and was moved up to
higher ground when Lake Isabella was built. 

The structure was moved to Ridge-
crest in 1955 and placed at
Hellmers Park to be used as a
Parks and Recreation building.

MEMORIAL
Continued from 3
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201 E. Ridgecrest Blvd. • Ridgecrest, CA 93555
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in the Indian Wells Valley and surrounding communities of the Central Mojave Desert.

Fully CARF accredited, State of California Licensed.             

Our Mission, Their Dreams     Since 1961...

DART is a private, not-for-profit 501 (C) (3).        

Maturango Museum
springing into action

STORY AND PHOTOS 
BY JESSICA WESTON

The Maturango Museum is gear-
ing up for a lively spring.

According to their mission statement
the Maturango Museum intends “to pre-
serve, interpret, and develop an appre-
ciation for the natural and cultural his-
tory of the Northern Mojave Desert
through research and education in the
natural and physical sciences and and
to promote the arts.”

“It’s the idea of providing knowledge
about natural history, the history of the
archeology of the area and promoting
the arts,” said Education Coordinator
Nora Nuckles. She noted that the mu-
seum aspires to be a local cultural hub.
“Our goal is to make it for everyone.”

In keeping with these goals, the mu-
seum offers a variety of educational and
cuturally enriching experiences in the
upcoming months—aimed at locals,
tourists and everyone in between.

ART GALLERIES

Sylvia Winlsow Gallery
The Mary Adler retrospective will take

place Sunday Jan. 17 at 3:00 p.m. with
the artist speaking. The reception is free
and open to the public. Adler is a long-
time Ridgecrest resident who is leaving
the area after many years. The exhibit
will include oil, watercolor and cold
metal compound paintings. Items for
sale will benefit the museum. Alder
studied pottery and art with Paul Meyers,
Jim Doolin, Lauren Richardson and
Don McCauley and her work has been

SEE MATUARNGO, 6

A female mountain lion in a desert background in the El Paso Exhibit
room at the Maturango Museum.

Milt Burford created these petroglyphic sculptures of big horned sheep, which are on display outside
the Maturango Museum.
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shown in several places.
The Adler Retrospective Exhibit will

be on display in the Sylvia Winslow
Gallery at the museum for approximately
two months.

Coso Room
Tamar Assaf Art Exhibit: “Fragile”
Reception: Jan. 31 at 3 p.m.

Exhibit: Jan. 31 through April 1, 2016
The Israel-born Assaf depicts the in-

fluence of humans on animals in our
world, in a multi-media exhibit including
paintings, video and sculpture. She in-
tends to document the loss of animals
from the wild and changing ecosystems
and short movies documenting her proj-
ects and processes will be available for
viewing in the gallery.

OUTDOOR EXHIBITS

Available for perusal at all hours are a
variety of outdoor exhibits, some of
which are interactive and well-suited
for children.

Tortoise Habitat
A new tortoise habitat will have a

grand opening Feb. 6, 2016. The habitat
is an eagle scout project completed by
Zach Burns. “We are waiting for the tor-
toises to come out of hibernation,” Nuck-
les said. She explained that many tor-
toises from the area need adopting if

they are kept as pets and the families
move. “Sometimes people move to areas
that are not appropriate climates for
the tortoise.”

Kids learning about natural history
and local flora and fauna can continue
the education outside the museum, Nuck-
les said, walking around the grounds.

“We have lizards and rabbits. Ground
squirrels are the most typical animals,

MATURANGO
Continued from 5

SEE MUSEUM, 7

The Maturango Museum’s gift shop.



7JANUARY 2016 EAST KERN VISIONS

Monday to Thursday 7am to 3pm
Friday - Satuday 7am to 8pm

Now Open Sundays 7am to 8pm

22636 Airport Way
California City, CA 93505

760-373-1555

All You Can
Eat Salad

Bar 10 AM To
2:30 PM

some times of the year we get roadrun-
ners.” 

“We get a lot of birds flying over.” She
pointed to the top of a tree. “There is a
hummingbird that’s always on top of
that tree. It guards the place.”

The grounds also feature a recycling
pond and a garden with three sections:
“one for high desert plants, one for low
desert plants and one for things that
are adaptable to dry climates,” Nuckles
said.

Other outdoor exhibts include a
labyrinth made of tufa stones and a hu-
man sundial. Nuckles demonstrated the
use of this item at high noon, and it
worked. “A person stands in on the
marker for the correct month and their
shadow works as part of the sundial,”
she said. “Kids love it.”

Several of the outdoor exhibits origi-
nated as eagle scout projects. A recent
one is a large in-ground compass made

MUSEUM
Continued from 6

SEE MATURANGO, 11The El Paso Exhibit room at the Maturango Museum.
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BY DEBORAH MILLS

We are on the heels of the his-
torically authentic event,
Whiskey Flat Days and one

facet of the event is the encampment
taking visitors back through time
starting on Feb. 12 and continuing on
until Feb. 15  in the sleepy little town

of Kernville.
“The encampment started 14 years

ago,” said Whiskey Flat Encampment
Director Mike Woodward. “We wanted
to bring the history back Kern River
Valley. We create the environment when
people arrive they stepped back 150

Whiskey Flat Encampment 2016

One step takes you back
150 years

SEE WHISKEY FLAT, 9

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
Left: A group of reenactors pose for a
classic black and white photo at 2015’s
Whiskey Flat encampment.

Below: As part of Whiskey Flat Days
event they have a costume contest in
town near the drugstore. Pictured from a
past event are Erin, Zach, Mason and
Cammie Woodward as they showoff their
period costumes.



years experiencing living history in first
person.”

This year marks 59 years of celebrating
the rich history of the area, from the
native americans, civil war reenactments,
cattle ranchers, and trappers to the min-
ers who had high hopes of striking it
rich in the Big Blue Gold Mine in the
Southern Sierra Nevada on the Kern
River.

Imagine being apart or just observing
how Kernville was once a booming min-
ing town set in a 40-acre parcel of land
on the Scodie across from the Rodeo
Grounds down by the river. The partic-
ipants will experience 4 days of sleeping
in a tent, eating out of a chuck wagon,
and gathering around the camp fire at
night which enhances the living history
experience.

Over President’s Day weekend,
Kernville reverts to its old namesake
“Whiskey Flat” which originated back
to 1860 when alcohol was not allowed
at the mine site. According to the
Kernville Chamber of Commerce Face-
book page who is hosting the event, an
industrious fellow threw a plank across
a couple of whiskey barrels down on
the flat south of the mine, hence the
name, Whiskey Flat.

There will be all sorts of things to see
and do aside from the encampment, in-
cluding a parade, Wild West Daze Rodeo,
carnival rides, frog jumping contests,
Valentines Dance, Whiskey Flat Mayor
Contest, gunfighting skits, melodrams,
and all sorts of activities for children.

Numerous food and craft booths to
meet the publics appetites along with a

art show too. There is something for
everyone.

Blue Grass and Country Western music
sets the tone to days gone by.

As part of the encampment they have
an Indian village, Civil War Confederate
camp, Mountain Man village, and Cow-
boy encampment. In the Miners camp
it includes an old saw mill and a mine
complete with tracks coming out of it.
In addition, this year they will have a

Kansas camp.
“This event is all interactive with the

public so they really get a feel of the his-
tory,” said Woodward.

Reenactors come from all parts of
California, and one group that partici-
pates every year is the Old West Mounted
Lawmen’s Association (OWMLA) mem-
bers from Ridgecrest. Through out the
event, these US Marshals will be keeping

9JANUARY 2016 EAST KERN VISIONS
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WHISKEY FLAT
Continued from 8

SEE ENCAMPMENT, 10

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Even though Whiskey Flat Days have been happening for 59 years, the Whiskey Flat
Encampment was started by Director Mike Woodward, above, 14 years ago so people
could experience living history in first person.
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law and order in the encampment and take
care of any bad guys in the area.

These gun slinging lawmen take their
roles seriously and they fashion themselves
in the Wyatt Earp style of dress. Double
breasted vests, custom boots with classic
hand stitched cathedral patterns making
each pair of boots one-of-a-kind.

Doug Lueck, who wears badge number
25, shared the history of how OWMLA
was founded back in 2000 by James T.
Murphy, a man who dedicated his life to
law enforcement combined his interest in
both the old west and law enforcement to
make up this unique organization. Currently
there are only 66 badges issued within the
group and part of the criteria is members
had to been in law enforcement one time
of their life. ❖

ENCAMPMENT
Continued from 9

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The encampment is set up in little villages
taking people through a time travel all the way
back to the days when the Native Americans
called Kernville their home.



of colored concrete. “It’s real nice for
visitors and people to get their bear-
ings.”

Another popular attaction (and also
an eagle scout project) is a ground-level
solar system mockup, designed to give
people an idea of the relative sizes and
distances of the solar system. “With kids
it’s kind of fun, because if they need to
run a little bit we can get them out here
and they can run. We don’t like them
running in the labyrinth!”

PETROGLYPH TOURS

The museum may be best known for
facilitating tours of Renegade Canyon
(Little Petroglyph Canyon). Access is
limited and visitors must be cleared in
advance. Spring Petroglyph tour dates
will be posted on the museum’s website
Feb. 15, 2016.

WILDFLOWER EXHIBIT

The museum’s 38th annual Wildflower
Exhibit will be held April 8, 9, and 10.

Last year the exhibit was held for the
first time in the new Coso Gallery; this
year’s exhibit will follow suit.

EL PASO EXHIBIT ROOM

In addition to offering special seasonal
events and activities, the museum also
has a central exhibit room that is available
for viewing. Some displays are permanent
and other exhibits may change, according
to Nuckles.

The gallery features stunning examples
of taxidermied wildlife, mountain lions,
bob cats and a coyote. Specimens are
displayed in desert habitats, to add to
the educational component.

Swooping overhead are bird speci-
mens, many of which have been with
the museum since its early days in a
quonset hut on the base at China Lake.
“We love that turkey vulture,” Nuckles
said.

A native American display incorporates
recent changes added by archeologist
Sandy Rogers. His additions educate
about the obsidian trade and how Native
Americans constructed their tools.

11JANUARY 2016 EAST KERN VISIONS

Northern Mojave Visitor Center and
Death Valley Tourist Center

Maturango Museum and Gift Shop
100 East Las Flores Ave. • Ridgecrest CA 93555

760-375-6900 • Fax 760-375-0479 • www.maturango.org
Open 10am - 5pm Daily Except Major Holidays

MATURANGO
Continued from 7

A bird exhibit in the El Paso room at the Maturango Museum.SEE MATURANGO, 14
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It’s never too
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U.S. Naval Museum of Armament and Technology
STORY AND PHOTOS 
BY KATIE ARCHIBALD

When driving up to the U.S.
Naval Museum of Arma-
ment and Technology,  you

will be greeted by the site of a UGM-
27 A Polaris Missile along with Naval
aircrafts on both sides, a Grumman A-
6 “Intruder” along with a F/A-18 A
“Hornet.”

Located on the historical naval base,

SEE ARMAMENT, 15

U.S. Naval Museum of 
Armament and Technology

1 Pearl Harbor Way 
(East end of Blandy Avenue)

China Lake, California 
93556-0217

(760) 939-3530

Admission into the museum is
free, but donations are accepted.
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New evacuations

ordered for old

blaze in California 

FRESNO, Calif. (A
P) — New

growth from an old wildfire

has forced evacuations in

Central California.

The Fresno County Sheriff's

Department says th
e evacu-

ation area is around the tiny

communities of Dunlap and

Crabtree. It's 
not clear how

many homes are affected.

It has been weeks sin
ce

homes had to be evacuated

because of the blaze that

has been burning since late

July, th
ough it has forced

the evacuation of camp-

grounds and caused smoke

problems for miles around.

One firefighter was injured

and airlifte
d to a hospital

Monday. He's in good condi-

tion.

Grape strike 

remembered 50

years later 

DELANO, Calif. (A
P) —

Hundreds of former and cur-

rent labor activist
s, both Fil-

ipino and

Mexican-American, flowed

this weekend into the Cen-

tral Valley town of Delano

where 50 years ago, they

launched the Delano grape

strike
 that altered the course

of American history.

Among them was Lorraine

Agtang, who On Sept. 8,

1965, along with her family

and other Filipino grape

pickers, w
alked out of their

fields to protest a pay cut

from $1.40 to $1.25 an hour,

the Sacramento Bee re-

ported Monday.

On Sunday, the efforts of

the largely Filipino and Mexi-

can workers were commem-

orated with a Mass, b
us

tours of the historically rele-

vant site
s, film

s and a dis-

cussion panel.
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Congressman Kevin

McCarthy at Parade

of 1,000 Flags:

“It has always been said

that the freedom that we

have today is the responsi-

bility of this generation to

bestow onto the next.”

Environmental statement for

NAWS land use up for review

NAVAL 
AIR

WEAPONS STATION

CHINA LAKE, Calif. —

The Department of the

Navy (DoN), with the co-

operation of the Bureau

of Land Management

(BLM), announces the

availability of the Station’s

Final Environmental Im-

pact Statement/Legislative

Environmental Impact

Statement (FEIS/LEIS)

that evaluates the potential

environmental effects as-

sociated with the Congres-

sional reauthorization of

the current land with-

drawal (25-year renewal),

increase of operational

tempo (up to 25 percent)

within current land-use

areas approved for desig-

nated use and implemen-

tation of an update of the

associated Comprehensive

Land Use Management

Plan (CLUMP).

The proposed action

would enable the DoN to

meet its mission to sup-

port state-of-the-art air

warfare weapons systems

testing and evaluation and

the operational readiness

of the military services at

existing facilities and in-

frastructure and on safe,

operationally realistic and

thoroughly instrumented

land ranges.

The Notice of Availabil-

ity of the Final EIS was

published in the Federal

Register Sept. 4, beginning

a 30-day waiting period,

after which the Assistant

Secretary of the Navy, En-

ergy, Installations and the

Environment, or his rep-

resentative, will issue a

Record of Decision (ROD).  

SEE NAWS, A5

Work on

Cerro

Coso 

campus

starts
Main 

parking lot

closed for

rest of 

semester

Cerro Coso Community College

has announced the $12 million

Main Building Modernization

project will begin Tuesday, Sept.

8. The Main Parking Lot will be

closed and all parking will be di-

rected to the Gymnasium Parking

Lot immediately following the

Labor Day Holiday. 

Funding for the project came

from the Measure G Bond ap-

proved by voters in 2002 for

$180 million on behalf of the

Kern Community College District

to finance improvements, reno-

vations, construction, equipping,

and acquisition of buildings and

classrooms for Bakersfield, Cerro

Coso, and Porterville colleges. 

The project was awarded to

Webb Brothers Construction at

the August 2015 meeting of the

KCCD Board of Trustees. The

scope of the project includes

modernization of all classrooms

and labs on all three floors. The

existing heating, ventilation, and

air conditioning systems will be

removed and replaced with new,

more energy-efficient systems.

The existing fire alarm system

will be replaced and electronic

pathways will be improved for

the existing security camera sys-

tem. Lighting and electrical will

be upgraded throughout. 

The first phase of the project

will be upgrading and improving

the Main Parking Lot for vehicle

access, Americans with Disabil-

ities Act accessibility, path of

travel, and installation of a new

ticket dispensing machine. Con-

struction on the Main Parking

Lot begins Tuesday, Sept. 8, re-

quiring closure of the lot. All

parking will be directed to the

Gymnasium Parking Lot for the

rest of the semester. Disabled

parking at the Learning Resource

Center and Fine Arts Buildings

SEE COLLEGE, A5

JESSICA WESTON/DAILY INDEPENDENT

A contingent from Immanuel Christian School carries the stars and stripes during Saturday’s Parade of

1,000 Flags.

Parade of 1,000 Flags 

inspires all generations

DEBORAH MILLS/DAILY INDEPENDENT

Congressman Kevin McCarthy, Mayor Peggy Breeden and NAWS Commanding Officer Capt. Rich Wiley

stand during ceremonies after Saturday’s parade.

JESSICA WESTON/DAILY INDEPENDENT

Little Alli Garcia waves the flag

during Saturday’s ceremonies.

The Petroglyph Festival was

just declared a Ridgecrest Sig-

nature Event, but the Parade of

1,000 Flags, which honors the

memory of those killed in the

Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, cele-

brates the patriotism of the com-

munity — a fact not lost on

House Majority Leader Kevin

McCarthy.

The event’s keynote speaker,

McCarthy said he considers

Ridgecrest home, and later added

that “I will put this city up against

any city in this country” in terms

of patriotism.

“I want to thank you for al-

lowing me to be the Grand Mar-

shal.”
McCarthy, who attended the

first ever Parade of 1,000 Flags,

spoke about the meaning of the

event.

“Every country has a flag. Every

country’s flag is supposed to sym-

bolize who they are. It doesn’t

matter if you’re from America

or another country, when you

see red, white, and blue and

stars, you know our values, you

know what we stand for.

“You know America is more

than a country. America is an

idea. An idea that free people

BY JESSICA WESTON

CITY REPORTER

jweston@ridgecrestca.com

SEE PARADE, A5

The directors of the
U.S. Naval Museum of
Armament and Technol-
ogy are working to trans-
fer the museum off base
to a site in Ridgecrest.
Dr. Anthony Damiano
says they are all working
very hard to make the
museum more accessible
to the public.  

They are asking for do-
nations from veterans
and locals to help with
the move.  The new mu-
seum will have an edu-
cation center to get more
children involved, ac-
cording to Damiano of-
fering “science, technol-
ogy, engineering, and
mathematics.”  

The Directors have also
been reaching out for
grants and will be taking
exhibits to other events
to help raise money for
the museum like the
150th anniversary at the
Kern County museum
in Bakersfield, as well
the Inaugural 29 Palms
film festival in Twenty-
nine Palms, California.
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Saving
Water
For Future

Generations

A reminder from the Indian
Wells Valley Water District

Other exhibits highlight man-made
facets of the area. A NAWC exhibit dis-
plays weapons from the Armament mu-
seum at nearby China Lake and an ex-
hibit on Trona talks about mining.

“Little by little we’ll still be updating
this room, and we’ll be updating the
discovery area – we’ll change some hands
on things,” Nuckles said.

DOCENT PROGRAMS

The Maturango Museum docents pro-
vide free programs on everything from
“Canines and/or Felines” to Reptiles and
“Skulls & Skins.” Nuckles and her team
of docents deliver specimens to schools
or scout meeting locations or groups
can get the programs at the museum.

Also available is the Beth Armigoda
Planetarium which brings the skies
closer to the viewers.

FREE EVENTS

The museum also offers a number of
free events. Gallery opening and lectures
are free. Children’s hour is a monthly
program of “learning through fun,” of-
fering free stories, songs, natural history

and crafts “for young children and their
families.” It is held September through
May for preschool-aged kids and their
families.

Each Children’s Hour has a different
theme. The following programs are
planned for spring.

Feb. 26: Rocks all around the desert
Mar. 25: Spring – full of new life
Apr. 22 – Pollinators of the beautiful

wildflowers
May 20 – Lets go on a nature walk
The second Saturday of each month

is “Free Day” - Docents have activities
from 11-2.

The Museum also features a popular
gift shop, full of carefully chose exotic
goodies. Also available is a wide variety of
free information on tourist destinations
both in Ridgecrest and the larger area.

The Maturango Museum is open daily
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Children under 18 are free
Adults are $5, Seniors $3, and mem-

bers are free
100 E. Los Flores Ave. Ridgecrest
(760) 375-6900
For up-to-the minute information see

the museum website at www.maturan-
go.org or the museum’s Facebook page.
(Search on Maturango Museum.) ❖

MATUARANGO
Continued from 11

A taxidermied wolf and bob cat in the El Paso Exhibit room at the Maturango Museum.
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Naval Air Weapons Station China Lake,
the largest naval research area in the
United States containing over 1.2 million
acres. 

There are other Navy aircraft to the
north side of the museum that have
been used throughout the years on dis-
play.  You can’t miss the replica of the
“Fat Man” bomb that was detonated
over Nagasaki, Japan in 1945 as you
walk up to the entry.  

The museum is open for tours with a
docent some of whom may have their
own personal stories of exhibits. Ranging
from memories of exhibits while still in
the developmental stages to testing as
well as the use of some of the weapons
and technology during the war making
each tour unique and exciting. 

As you are directed around the muse-
um you will begin with history of why
the  Naval Ordnance Test Station (NOTS)
was established so far from the nearest
cities and how the access to the open
desert would be beneficial to the test
and development of weapons and tech-
nology for the wars to come.  You will
learn about the use of the abandoned
emergency landing air field in Inyokern
located eight miles west from the base
entrance as supplies were brought in by
train to start the construction of (NOTS).  

A wide variety of rockets are mounted
to a wall, showing the progress of the
first 3 inch rocket, an air-launched
weapon for anti-submarine warfare.  

Continuing through the museum, you
will see different types of missiles such
as the; AIM-9 Sidewinder, AGM-88
HARM, and Tomahawk along with the
ASM-2 BAT which was the first fully
operational automatic guided missile.  

There are many other types of air-to-
air and air-to-ground weaponry on ex-
hibit that were developed at the NAWS
China Lake base that you are able to
get up close to and see how missiles like
the Sidewinder have evolved over time.  

All throughout the museum there are
historical photos and videos from the
development of the base and weapons
to actual tests that have occurred. 

You are also able to see a flight pattern
of the combat flight in 1981 against two
Libyan Su-22 Fitters that were shot
down by an AIM-9L Sidewinder, being
the first time the Sidewinder was used

in combat.  
You can also watch a few short videos

about the local Navy squadrons that are
located here, Air Test and Evaluation
Squadron 9 (VX-9) and Air Test and
Evaluation Squadron 31 (VX-31).  

After you are done with your tour the
gift shop also located within the museum
has all types of memorabilia, from; shirts,
hats, movies, models, books, mugs and
squadron patches.  

Included in their list of videos for sale
they have “Secret City” A History of the
Navy at China Lake produced by the
museum in the celebration of the bases
50th anniversary.  

You also have the opportunity to be
part of the next stage of the U.S. Naval
Museum of Armament and Technology;
currently the museum is selling person-
alized engraved bricks raising funds and
will be on display at the new museum.  

Because the museum is located on a
highly secured U.S. Navy base you will
have to arrange access through the Vis-
itor’s Center, be prepared to bring your
driver’s license and proof of insurance.
If you have any questions you may con-
tact the museum at (760) 939-3530. ❖

ARMAMENT
Continued from 12



BOBBYWAYNESRV.COM

Bobby Wayne's R.V.
proudly opens its
new location in
Lancaster Ca.

Come and see our
large selection of

new and used travel
trailers and fifth

wheels.

New, Used Bank Repo's and
Consignments Arriving Daily

$500
GAS CARD

WITH TRAILER PURCHASE
BRING COUPON FOR

FREE POWER TONGUE JACK. 


	013016 Z01 Jan 2016 East Kern Vision
	013016 Z02 Jan 2016 East Kern Vision
	013016 Z03 Jan 2016 East Kern Vision
	013016 Z04 Jan 2016 East Kern Vision
	013016 Z05 Jan 2016 East Kern Vision
	013016 Z06 Jan 2016 East Kern Vision
	013016 Z07 Jan 2016 East Kern Vision
	013016 Z08 Jan 2016 East Kern Vision
	013016 Z09 Jan 2016 East Kern Vision
	013016 Z10 Jan 2016 East Kern Vision
	013016 Z11 Jan 2016 East Kern Vision
	013016 Z12 Jan 2016 East Kern Vision
	013016 Z13 Jan 2016 East Kern Vision
	013016 Z14 Jan 2016 East Kern Vision
	013016 Z15 Jan 2016 East Kern Vision
	013016 Z16 Jan 2016 East Kern Vision

