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BY JOHN D. BENNETT 

If you have a hankering to step out of
your soda comfort zone, Indian Wells
Brewing Company has you covered.

A successful craft beer maker, they are

now also becoming one of the largest
craft soda makers in the United States. 

“Coca Cola advertises that they sell 51
flavors internationally, but they're never
under one roof,” said Indian Wells Brew-
ery Co-Owner Rick Lovett. “Jones' soda
pop has 15 in their lineup right now and
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FPS
Auto Registration

Service
Licensed and bonded by DMV

•Renewals  
•Transfers 
•Lien Sales
•Etc.

20725 South St. STE 12
Tehachapi, CA 93561

www.tehachapiautoregistrationfps.com

Susan Abrego  661-823-4278 Diane Fernandez

Ken Armstrong
(760) 375-4133

(760) 375-7918 Fax
kenerma@hotmail.com

CAL PUC T-154377
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Moving &
Storage

880 S. Gateway
Ridgecrest, CA 93555

Sodalicious
Indian Wells Brewery

branches out into craft soda 

PHOTO BY JOHN D. BENNETT
Already a successful craft beer maker, Indian Wells Brewery recently branched out into the craft soda market, partnering with the Rocket Fizz Soda Pop and Candy
Shops Company. They also offer an array of souvenir t-shirts and other goodies, as well as indoor and outdoor seating, making it a great family rest stop along Highway
14 between State Route 178 and U.S. Highway 395, west of Inyokern.

SEE SODA, 4



here we are with hundreds.” 
You read that right, hundreds. These

aren’t your daddy’s flavors either - well,
that’s not entirely true. They do offer tra-
ditional soda-flavored soda, some old
standbys like root beer and older stand-
bys like cream soda and even sarsaparilla. 

Those with a more adventurous palate
some of their 140-strong (and already
heading toward 200) flavors include: ba-
con; apple pie; dirt; grass; sour apple;
black licorice; Buffalo wing; peanut but-
ter and jelly; chocolate; cucumber; John
Lemonade: pumpkin pie; Rosa’s arroz
con leche; Burros churros and Jorge’s
horchata to name just a few. 

“People will come in here and buy 24
different silly flavors and then they will

use them at birthday parties in a blind
taste test for kids,” said Lovett. “Kids
get a kick out of it. You give them root
beer or cherry and, of course they rec-
ognize that. Then you give them corn
on the cob flavor. It's just really fun,
because they would never expect that.” 

The Sour Apple soda was inspired by
Lovett’s grandson who asked if he
could recreate the flavor of sour apple
candy. “Half of the other flavor ideas
came from my criminal justice stu-
dents when I taught at Burroughs
High School,” said Lovett. 

In 2010 Lovett and co-owner Greg
Antonaros teamed up with Rocket Fizz
(www.rocketfizz.com) and started
down the path of becoming the single
largest producers of different flavored
soda pops in the world! Currently the
partnership between the two compa-
nies have created 144 flavors and over
200 labels that are distributed in all
50-states in the USA and Canada,
Mexico and many overseas accounts. 

“We’ve kind of lit things on fire in the
soda pop world,” said Lovett. “We're

chasing the soda pop business for a lot
of reasons, the number one reason is
because it presented itself as an oppor-
tunity and we just followed that lead.” 

If you need another excuse to visit, it
can also be an educational experience.
The spring at Indian Wells - where all the
water for bottling operations come from
— is a California Historic Landmark. 

After five days' travel from the Argus
Range, the Manly-Jayhawker parties of
1849 — traveling from Salt Lake City,
through Death Valley — found their
first water at this Indian waterhole on
the Joseph R. Walker Trail of 1843, ac-
cording to the California Office of His-
toric Preservation website. 

Located at 2565 State Highway 14,
Inyokern, California 93527, Indian
Wells Brewing Company is open from
10 a.m to 5 p.m. seven days a week.
They offer indoor and outdoor seating
areas with a separate snack shack open
from Labor Day to Memorial Day. 

For information, find them on Face-
book, the web (www.mojavered.com)
or call 760-377-5989.
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(760) 375-4123
501 W. Ridgecrest Blvd.

For All of Your
Automotive Needs

No More Electricity Bills

We offer made-in-America Solar
World© Panels and SMA©

and Enphase© lnverters.

Phone: 760-375-3118 • Fax: 760-375-3166
643 N. China Lake Blvd. Suite A

Ridgecrest, CA 93555
cordell.construction@yahoo.com

PHOTO BY JOHN D. BENNETT
An open viewing window allows visitors to get a look at the brewing and bottling process. Rumor has it that viewers who perfect the ‘sad puppy dog look’ while watching the
process will be rewarded with a free (age-appropriate) bottle fresh off the assembly line.

SODA
Continued from 3
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Historic...EWINGS
“A Fine Dining Experience" 

Reservations
accepted for
parties of six

or more
760-376-2411
125 Buena Vista Dr

Kernville

Open 7 Days A Week • Breakfast 7-11am
Lunch 11am-4pm • Dinner 4-9pm

Prime Rib Served Friday & Saturday Plus... Daily Specials Offered

Banquet Facilite
Private Parties

2 Fireplaces
5 Large Screen TV’s

Come Join Us... Dining ◆Drinks ◆Views

* Denotes tentative date.

May

1* -KRVAA Mural Art Attack at G3
Gallery-11019 Kernville Rd.- Kernville - 

1-2* - Annual Spring Arts & Crafts
Fair - 7 am to 5 pm - Circle Park -
KRVAA - 760-379-2844 

7 - 34th Annual Sirretta Street Swap
Meet - Kernville - 760-376-2629 

7 - 17th Annual KRV Classic Car Show
& Pet Parade - 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. - Kernville
- Rotary Club - Paul at (760) 417-1008 

8* - Nuui Cunni Spring Gathering -
Cultural Center - 760-549-0800 

15* - Armed Forces Day Lake Clean
Up- Keepers Of The Kern - 9 a.m. - In-
formation Barbara Hinkey - 760-376-
2963. Meet at 9 a.m. at Old Isabella
Campground - Lake Isabella. 

15* - 19th Annual KRV Historical So-
ciety “History Day” - Kernville - 760-
376-6683. At the Kern Valley Museum
- 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission Free 

16* - Kern Valley Community Orchestra
Concert- 4:00 Pm - Kernville School - In-
formation Bill O’Hara- 760-376-4461. Do-
nations accepted at the door. Children no
charge. Light refreshments served. 

29* - Ladies Of The Elks 7th Annual
Dog Show 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. - Elks Park -
Pam Stewart: 760-376-2762 

29* - 50th Annual Havilah Days Cel-
ebration 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. - Havilah -
Janet: 760-379-2636 

June 

1* - 9th Annual Sequoia National For-
est South Butterfly Count - Preserve -
760-382-1260 bbarnes@lightspeed.net 

6* - 29th Annual Kids’ Fishing Derby, 6
a.m. to 3 p.m., Fish And Game Habitat
Club - Elaine 760-417-0950. Free to Kids
4 to 15. Trophies, Prizes, Free kids lunch
and free drawing - Wofford Heights Park 

7*- 13th Annual California Amphibian
& Reptile Celebration 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. -
Kern River Preserve  

7* - Lake Isabella Bass Club Tourna-
ment - Matt Smith: 760-223-3898 

15 - 26th Annual Whitewater Wednes-
day - Kernville - Riverside Park - 760-
376-2629 

20 - 7th Annual Powerhouse Ride - So-
ciety of Riders - Information 661-321-9882 

21-22* - 7th Annual Kernville Mule
& Donkey Show - Jake’s Place - Kernville
- 760-378-2222 

July

4 - Annual Fireworks Display- Lake
Isabella - 760-379-5236. Celebrate In-
dependence Day with a beautiful display
of fireworks, seen from any lake area. 

5* - 14th Annual North Fork Krv But-
terfly Count - Preserve - 760-382-1260
bbarnes@lightspeed.net 

29-30 - Carnival Fun At Mt. Mesa Park
- Mt. Mesa - Lauren: 760 417-0363 

August

9* - Annual Kern Valley Hummingbird

Celebration - Kern River Preserve - 8
a.m. to 2 p.m. - 760-378-2029 

16* - Lake Isabella Bass Tournament-
Lake Isabella - Sherry Jordan 760-417-
2702 

29 - 28th Annual Rubber Ducky Race
- Kernville / Riverside Park - Exchange
Club - 760-379-7785. Rubber duck
races with prize payouts for heat races
($25-$75) and main event ($250-
$1,000), plus specialty races sold race
day only, deep pit BBQ, music, kids
games and face painting, concessions,
door prize drawings and drawings for
43” HDTV, $500 shopping spree and
$500 in cash. Most years the heat races
are sold out prior to the event so pur-
chase early. 

29* - Annual Kern Valley Airport Day
- 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. - Kern Valley Airport
- Raven Aviation - 661-345-7755. Private,
Civil, Military & Emergency aircraft.
Displays, and scenic flights - Admission
Free 

Kern River Valley events



By Deborah Mills

One day is all it takes to travel
back in time and experience the
beautiful area of the outskirts of

Bishop. A visit to the Laws Railroad Mu-
seum allows  you to take a walk back in
time to the 1800s when the  Carson and
Colorado Railroad Company held in it’s
incorporation to a new beginning.

“They planned to run the narrow
gauge railroad from Mound House, Ne-
vada, and the Carson River to the Col-
orado River, calling it the C&C Railroad,”
according to the Laws Railroad Museum
website. “It never reached the Colorado

APRIL 2016 EAST KERN VISIONS6

• Self-Service Gas
• Diesel Fuel
• Hot & Cold Drinks / Beer
• Deli Sandwiches
• Hunting, Fishing Licenses
• Boat Permits

155 & Lake Isabella Blvd
Lake Isabella

CROSSROADSMINI MARTCROSSROADSMINI MART

155 & Lake Isabella Blvd
Lake Isabella

760.384.1709
216 Balsam St.

Ridgecrest, CA 93555

Steve & Marnie Dobbs
Owners

10% Military Discount

Just for you, Super Food &
Friendly, too!

Kern County Small Businesswoman
of the Year 2010

11030 Kernville Rd., Kernville, CA
1-760-376-6131

The story
of the
Laws

PHOTOS BY DEBORAH MLLS
ABOVE: Located just off U.S. 6, five miles
from U.S. 395 in Inyo County, you will find
the Laws Railroad Museum. This museum
transfers you back to a time when the rail-
road station was at the center of the action
in many western towns. A 1909 Baldwin 4-
6-0 engine 39 and various types of cars,
looks like it is ready to take the travelers to
the journal to that shall meet their desires.
LEFT: The first building you see is one of
the original 1883 Depot and Loading
dock which are filled will all kinds from
Railroad memorabilia and model trains.

SEE LAWS, 15
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Northern Mojave Visitor Center and
Death Valley Tourist Center

Maturango Museum and Gift Shop
100 East Las Flores Ave. • Ridgecrest CA 93555

760-375-6900 • Fax 760-375-0479 • www.maturango.org
Open 10am - 5pm Daily Except Major Holidays

CCAC Art Show 

First weekend in May, Central Park
CaliforniaCityParksAndRec.com 

Desert Tortoise Days

First weekend in May, Central Park
DesertTortoiseDays.org 

Fireworks Fourth of July 

Central Park, California City 

Mojave Gold Rush Days 

Third weekend of September,
MojaveMuseum.org 

Randsburg Western Days

Third weekend of September
Randsburg.com 

20 Mule Team Days, Boron 

First weekend in October   

Renaissance Festival

Third weekend of October,
Central Park, California City

CalCityRenFair.org

California City, Mojave, Boron, Tehachapi and Randsburg events
Visiting Mojave and surrounds

On the western edge of the Mojave
desert and the eastern foothills of the
Tehachapi mountains, Mojave is uniquely
located at the cross-roads of two major
highways and is central to many aviation,
historical, and natural treasures and ac-
tivities.

Our list below samples just a few of
the unique opportunities available to
those who visit Mojave.

History
Soledad Mountain Mining District –

Southwest of Mojave on Silver Queen
Road off Highway 14. Gold and silver
mining location since the 1890's. Plans
are underway to revive the historic Gold-
en Queen Mine.  

The mining ghost towns of Garlock,
Randsburg, and Johannesburg in the
Rand Mining District. Take Highway
14 25 miles north to the intersection of
the Red Rock-Randsburg Road to visit
historic mining communities of Rands-

burg and Johannesburg.
Famous Tehachapi Loop railroad site

– west of Tehachapi, visible from Freeway
58 near Broome Road interchange, and
on Tehachapi-Woodford Road. Historic
railroad loop designed by William Hood
in 1876 to help the Southern Pacific
Railroad gain the summit of Tehachapi
Pass. Perhaps the most famous railroad
engineering site in the United States.

Tehachapi Heritage League and Mu-
seum

Tomo-Kahni State Historic Park
Antelope Valley Indian Museum
Desert Tortoise Natural Area
Red Rock Canyon State Park
Jawbone Canyon
Kern River Valley
Lake Isabella
Tehachapi Mountain Park
Saddleback Butte State Park
Devil's Punchbowl Natural Area
Trona Pinnacles
Afton Canyon Natural Area

Mojave National Preserve
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High Desert

Home Center
824 W Ridgecrest Blvd

(760)375-9741

We Will Meet
Or Beat Any
Advertiser’s

Price!

Your Local Full
Service Facility

(760) 371-1376
216 S. Norma St.,

Ridgecrest, CA 93555 FD 1184

• Mortuary 
• Cemetery 
• Crematory

Annual 
Manzanar 
Pilgrimage 

By Jessica Weston

It’s an anniversary, but not neces-
sarily a happy one. Every year
hundreds of people make the pil-

grimage to the Manazanar National
Historic Site to commemorates a dark
chapter in American History and pay
tribute to those who survived it.

Manzanar National Historic Site is
located at 5001 Highway 395 and was
the site of one of ten concentration
camps in which Americans of Japan-
ese ancestry were incarcerated during
World War II.

Since 1969, people have been mak-
ing annual pilgrimages to the site.

This year’s events will take place
April 29 through May 1. All events are
free.

On Friday, April 29, the Friends of
Eastern California Museum will host a
public reception from 4 to 6 p.m. at
the Eastern California Museum at 155
Grant Street in Independence.

The Manzanar National Historic
Site Visitor Center is open daily from
10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. It will open at 9
a.m. April 30 and May 1.

This year’s ceremony starts off with
a performance by the UCLA Kyodo
Taiko drummers beginning at 11:30
a.m. April 30 in the Manzanar Ceme-
tery. This will be followed by the pro-
cession of camp banners and the main
program at noon. 

This year’s theme is Kodomo No
Tame Ni: For The Sake Of The Chil-
dren – Liberty and Justice For All.

Dr. Cathy Irwin, author of Twice Or-
phaned: Voices from the Children’s
Village of Manzanar, will be the
keynote speaker. (At May 1 at 10 a.m.
Irwin will present a special program in
the Manzanar Visitor Center.)

Maytha Alhassen, a contributing au-

PHOTO BY JOHN D. BENNETT
One of the restored guard towers at Manzanar National Historic Site.

SEE MANZANAR, 9



thor to I Speak For Myself: American
Women on Being Muslim, will be a
featured speaker at the ceremony April
30.

The program will include the tradi-
tional interfaith service and Ondo
dancing. Park rangers will be on hand
afterward to offer walking tours to
those wishing to explore Manzanar. 

The Manzanar At Dusk program will
take place between 5 and 8 p.m. April
30 At the Lone Pine High School gym-
nasium at 536 S. Main Street in Lone
Pine. This is co-sponsored by Nikkei
Student Unions at various California
Universities. “Through a creative pres-
entation, small group discussions, and
an open mic session, participants will
have the opportunity to interact with
incarcerees in attendance and others to

hear their personal stories,” according
to the committee’s blog.

Visiting the on-site museum is an in-
tense experience in itself. In former
years, survivors of “camp” (as they call
it) have acted as docents for the event,
telling personal stories to augment the
many displays. The museum also fea-
tures reconstructed rooms, displays
giving historic background, and a

movie presentation with historic
footage from the era. There is also a
gift shop with many books and videos
documenting the area’s heritage.

Comfortable walking shoes are ad-
vised, as well as layers of clothing for
weather changes. Sanitized toilets and
water will be available on site and dur-
ing the pilgrimage.

It is also good to be aware that Man-

azanar is at an altitude of 3,500 to
4,000 feet above see level.

Restaurants are available in nearby
Lone Pine as well as in Independence
and Bishop but there is no food service
on site at Manzanar, so packing a
lunch is advised.

For more information on the Manza-
nar pilgrimage call 323-662-5102 or
email 
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501 N. China Lake Blvd.
1-760-384-3131

979 W. Valley Blvd., Units 2 & 3
Tehachapi, CA 93561

Phone: (661) 822-0660 & 822-7513
Cell: (661) 428-3601 • Fax: (661) 822-7511

toni.caraker@yahoo.com

Toni Rae Caraker
Office #: 13359
Entity #: 5761

OPENED FOR
TS 2016 (TY 2015)!

Please call for
current hours and

promotions!
Appt. & Walk-ins

welcomed!

Call to schedule your appointment.
GARY CHARLON

760-446-4279
995 N NORMA ST., SUITE A

WWW.GARYCHARLON.COM

It’s never too
early to save
for college.

MANZANAR
Continued from 8

PHOTO BY JOHN D. BENNETT
An interpretive marker explains the sacred spaces at Manzanar National Historic Site
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dartontarget.org  or  call 760-375-9787                                               Se Habla Español

Desert Area Resources and Training

• Information and Referral
• Full day Early Childhood Services, infant, toddler 

and preschool
• Full time adult employment training program
• Supported Living Services
• Transportation services for those enrolled
• Summer Autism Day Camp, “Artists On The Edge” 

program
• Over Fifty years of operations
• Thrift Store, Commercial Contracts
• Accepting referrals from the Kern Regional Center
• Certified E-Waste Collecter
• Document Destruction

201 E. Ridgecrest Blvd. • Ridgecrest, CA 93555

The premier provider of programs and services of the intellectually and developmentally disabled, 
in the Indian Wells Valley and surrounding communities of the Central Mojave Desert.

Fully CARF accredited, State of California Licensed.             

Our Mission, Their Dreams     Since 1961...

DART is a private, not-for-profit 501 (C) (3).        

Diaz Lake provides a scene
out of the ordinary

PHOTO BY CHRISTOPHER LIVINGSTON
A view, looking west, of Diaz Lake. The Sierra Nevada grace the lake, just behind the campground.

By Christopher Livingston

With fishing in full swing, the
Eastern Sierra has a bevy of
popular spots to throw out a

line. One of them. located eight min-
utes south of Lone Pine, right off
Highway 395, is the 80-acre Diaz
Lake.  

Once a small creek where water was
provided for cattle and vegetables
maintained by the Diaz family, the lake
as we know it was the result of a large
seismic event in the late 1800s. The
earthquake dropped the ground 20
feet. With more space to fill for the
creek, it eventually turned into a lake. 

Going to the lake, right off the high-
way, there’s a small parking lot. Head-
ing to the right takes you to the north-
eastern section of the lake, which is the
popular fishing location. (Fishing and

swimming from the dock are discour-
aged.)

Six different types of fish are at the
lake: rainbow trout, smallmouth bass,
alpers trout, catfish, bluegill and carp. 

Throughout April, the Department
of Fish and Wildlife (DFW) stocked
Diaz Lake regularly with rainbow
trout. The week of April 17 was the
most recent it was at the lake. 

Heading to the left from the parking
lot takes you around to the camp-
ground, located on the western end of
the lake. There, the grounds are sec-
tioned off, ensuring that people have
adequate space to park their vehicles. 

There is a fee for camping at the
lake: $14 per day for docking an RV
and $10 a night for motorized water-
craft. There are no shower facilities,

SEE DIAZ, 13



May 24 through 29 

Every Memorial Day weekend since
1969, the town of Bishop, nestled on
the eastern slope of the Sierra Nevada
mountains, comes alive with the annual
presentation of Mule Days. The outfitters
and packers of the region wanted an
event to start off the packing season
and the businessmen wanted to draw
vacationers to the Owens Valley. What
began as an informal gathering and a
test of skills, has grown into a fun filled,
world class event.

There is no way to actually describe
Mule Days. It is part mule show, part
test of skills, and part Wild West show.
It is an event the likes of which are held
no where else in the world. Over the
five days of the event, there are 14 shows
featuring over 700 mules with their
trainers, riders and packers. In excess
of 30,000 fans converge on the Tri-
County Fairgrounds and the Mike Boothe
Arena to watch the events and visit the
exhibitors. The fourteen mule shows
consist of: Western, youth, English, cattle
working, gaited, coon jumping, racing,
musical tires, gymkhana, packing, shoe-
ing, chariot racing, team roping and
driving. For most competitions, veteran
announcers, Bob Tallman and Bob Feist,
take the microphone to both educate
and entertain crowds.

In addition to competitive events,
Mule Days has many other featured
events to expand the experience. Country
Music stars take the stage Thursday
night, and on Saturday, spectators take
to the streets of Bishop to watch the
longest running non-motorized parade
in the U.S. There’s also Barbecues, coun-
try dances and an arts and crafts show.

Mule people are determined to prove
that anything a good horse can do, a good
mule can do better. From trail riding to
show classes, mules can do it all with the
grace unique to these animals. Steer roping
and stopping, an event normally reserved
for quarter horses, is another highlight of
Mule Days. Cowboys will have the oppor-
tunity to prove their roping and riding
skills astride some of the best working

mules in the United States.

A world class equestrian event pro-
moting the legacy, heritage and talents
of the mule. 

Website:  http://www.muledays.org

Special Events at Mule Days 2016

In addition to competitive events, Mule
Days has many special events and activities
to enhance your overall experience:

Wednesday May 25 • 5 PM • Charles
Brown Auditorium

Opening Night Supper • Entertain-
ment 2015 Western Music Association
Entertainer of the Year Dave Stamey

Entertainment sponsored by Denny’s

Thursday May 26 • 9:30-10:15 AM •
Mike Boothe Memorial Arena

School Day Show for local elementary
school children

Free Show, Open to Everyone!

Thursday May 26 • 10:30 AM • Tall-
man Pavilion

Zoetis Animal Health Clinic, topic to
be announced

Thursday May 26 • 7:30 PM • Charles
Brown Auditorium

Concert • Widely known for his en-
during 1975 crossover hit “Wildfire”
Michael Martin Murphey will headline
the Mule Days “Back to our Western
Roots” Concert.

Sponsored by Justin Boots and KIBS-
FM 100.7

Friday May 27 • All-Day • Pink Shirt Day
In honor of Breast Cancer Awareness

Friday May 27 • 4 PM • Charles Brown
Auditorium

Mule Days Barbecue • Entertainment

Playhouse 395 performs “Singing
Through the West”

Saturday May 28 • All-Day • Patriot
Day. In honor of past and present Military
Personnel. Wear your Red, White & Blue
proudly!

Saturday May 28 • 10 AM • Main
Street, Bishop

Mule Days Parade

Saturday May 28 • 8:30 PM • Charles
Brown Auditorium

Mule Days Adult Country Dance •
Entertainment The JD Priest Band re-
turns in 2016 to rock the house once
again.

Sunday May 29 • 10 AM • Charles
Brown Auditorium

Cowboy Church
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HARDWARE • PLUMBING • ELECTRICAL

877-459-6237 (toll free) • 760-379-4631
4700 Lake Isabella Blvd., Lake Isabella • www.lmlumber.com

Mon-Fri 7-6, Sat & Sun 8-5

We’re
celebrating our

52nd year in business.

Serving you since
1964

Come visitour drive-thruwarehouse!

1-760-384-4541
501 N. China Lake Blvd.

Ridgecrest, CA

Home of the Famous
Philly Cheese Steak Sandwich

Bishop Mule Days Celebration 



Monster Energy 
Mammoth Motocross

June 17  through June 25
Seven days of thrilling competitions

at the infamous Mammoth Motocross
“track”, this event cannot be missed.
Riders have ventured to six qualifying
locations around California on their
Road to Mammoth. 

Mammoth Motocross is the summers’
best spectator sport where the energy
and adrenaline are contagious and with
seven days of thrilling competitions, this
event cannot be missed.  Riders have
ventured to six qualifying locations
around California on their Road to Mam-
moth and are more than ready to bring
home a coveted Mammoth Bear trophy.

Visit MammothMotocross.com 

Mammoth Festival of Beers 
& Bluesapalooza

August 4 through August 7 / All day

A four day event among the pines
showcasing the best craft breweries in
the country and top blues performers.

A four day event among the pines
showcasing the best craft breweries in
the country and top blues performers.
The musical lineup includes legends and
up-and-coming blues greats. 

mammothbluesbrewsfest.com

11,053’ Full Moon Summit Party 

September 17 / 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
A unique summer experience at the

summit of Mammoth Mountain. Ride
the Panorama Gondola to the top of the
Sierra at dusk to watch the sun set and
the September full moon rise, then party
under the full moon and celebrate the
end of summer. The top of the mountain
will be buzzing with indoor/outdoor fun
including a lighted glow walk to the
Lakes Basin Overlook, music, food and
drink stations, and a guided nature walk
with the Eleven53 docent.

Dates: Saturday, September 17, 2016
Time: 5:30pm–8:30pm
Event Tickets

Adult/Youth/Senior: $25.00 
Kids 12 & Under: FREE
Cali4nia Passholders: $15

Includes gondola ride and all Full
Moon Summit Party activities at
Eleven53. Limited capacity.  

mammothmountain.com
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Your Local 24/7 News Source - Print, Web, or Mobile

224 E Ridgecrest Blvd. - Ridgecrest, CA 93555 - 1-760-375-4481
www.ridgecrestca.com or m.ridgecrestca.com

or facebook.com/thedailyindependent
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New evacuations

ordered for old

blaze in California 

FRESNO, Calif. (A
P) — New

growth from an old wildfire

has forced evacuations in

Central California.

The Fresno County Sheriff's

Department says th
e evacu-

ation area is around the tiny

communities of Dunlap and

Crabtree. It's 
not clear how

many homes are affected.

It has been weeks sin
ce

homes had to be evacuated

because of the blaze that

has been burning since late

July, th
ough it has forced

the evacuation of camp-

grounds and caused smoke

problems for miles around.

One firefighter was injured

and airlifte
d to a hospital

Monday. He's in good condi-

tion.

Grape strike 

remembered 50

years later 

DELANO, Calif. (A
P) —

Hundreds of former and cur-

rent labor activist
s, both Fil-

ipino and

Mexican-American, flowed

this weekend into the Cen-

tral Valley town of Delano

where 50 years ago, they

launched the Delano grape

strike
 that altered the course

of American history.

Among them was Lorraine

Agtang, who On Sept. 8,

1965, along with her family

and other Filipino grape

pickers, w
alked out of their

fields to protest a pay cut

from $1.40 to $1.25 an hour,

the Sacramento Bee re-

ported Monday.

On Sunday, the efforts of

the largely Filipino and Mexi-

can workers were commem-

orated with a Mass, b
us

tours of the historically rele-

vant site
s, film

s and a dis-

cussion panel.
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Congressman Kevin

McCarthy at Parade

of 1,000 Flags:

“It has always been said

that the freedom that we

have today is the responsi-

bility of this generation to

bestow onto the next.”

Environmental statement for

NAWS land use up for review

NAVAL 
AIR

WEAPONS STATION

CHINA LAKE, Calif. —

The Department of the

Navy (DoN), with the co-

operation of the Bureau

of Land Management

(BLM), announces the

availability of the Station’s

Final Environmental Im-

pact Statement/Legislative

Environmental Impact

Statement (FEIS/LEIS)

that evaluates the potential

environmental effects as-

sociated with the Congres-

sional reauthorization of

the current land with-

drawal (25-year renewal),

increase of operational

tempo (up to 25 percent)

within current land-use

areas approved for desig-

nated use and implemen-

tation of an update of the

associated Comprehensive

Land Use Management

Plan (CLUMP).

The proposed action

would enable the DoN to

meet its mission to sup-

port state-of-the-art air

warfare weapons systems

testing and evaluation and

the operational readiness

of the military services at

existing facilities and in-

frastructure and on safe,

operationally realistic and

thoroughly instrumented

land ranges.

The Notice of Availabil-

ity of the Final EIS was

published in the Federal

Register Sept. 4, beginning

a 30-day waiting period,

after which the Assistant

Secretary of the Navy, En-

ergy, Installations and the

Environment, or his rep-

resentative, will issue a

Record of Decision (ROD).  

SEE NAWS, A5

Work on

Cerro

Coso 

campus

starts
Main 

parking lot

closed for

rest of 

semester

Cerro Coso Community College

has announced the $12 million

Main Building Modernization

project will begin Tuesday, Sept.

8. The Main Parking Lot will be

closed and all parking will be di-

rected to the Gymnasium Parking

Lot immediately following the

Labor Day Holiday. 

Funding for the project came

from the Measure G Bond ap-

proved by voters in 2002 for

$180 million on behalf of the

Kern Community College District

to finance improvements, reno-

vations, construction, equipping,

and acquisition of buildings and

classrooms for Bakersfield, Cerro

Coso, and Porterville colleges. 

The project was awarded to

Webb Brothers Construction at

the August 2015 meeting of the

KCCD Board of Trustees. The

scope of the project includes

modernization of all classrooms

and labs on all three floors. The

existing heating, ventilation, and

air conditioning systems will be

removed and replaced with new,

more energy-efficient systems.

The existing fire alarm system

will be replaced and electronic

pathways will be improved for

the existing security camera sys-

tem. Lighting and electrical will

be upgraded throughout. 

The first phase of the project

will be upgrading and improving

the Main Parking Lot for vehicle

access, Americans with Disabil-

ities Act accessibility, path of

travel, and installation of a new

ticket dispensing machine. Con-

struction on the Main Parking

Lot begins Tuesday, Sept. 8, re-

quiring closure of the lot. All

parking will be directed to the

Gymnasium Parking Lot for the

rest of the semester. Disabled

parking at the Learning Resource

Center and Fine Arts Buildings

SEE COLLEGE, A5

JESSICA WESTON/DAILY INDEPENDENT

A contingent from Immanuel Christian School carries the stars and stripes during Saturday’s Parade of

1,000 Flags.

Parade of 1,000 Flags 

inspires all generations

DEBORAH MILLS/DAILY INDEPENDENT

Congressman Kevin McCarthy, Mayor Peggy Breeden and NAWS Commanding Officer Capt. Rich Wiley

stand during ceremonies after Saturday’s parade.

JESSICA WESTON/DAILY INDEPENDENT

Little Alli Garcia waves the flag

during Saturday’s ceremonies.

The Petroglyph Festival was

just declared a Ridgecrest Sig-

nature Event, but the Parade of

1,000 Flags, which honors the

memory of those killed in the

Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, cele-

brates the patriotism of the com-

munity — a fact not lost on

House Majority Leader Kevin

McCarthy.

The event’s keynote speaker,

McCarthy said he considers

Ridgecrest home, and later added

that “I will put this city up against

any city in this country” in terms

of patriotism.

“I want to thank you for al-

lowing me to be the Grand Mar-

shal.”
McCarthy, who attended the

first ever Parade of 1,000 Flags,

spoke about the meaning of the

event.

“Every country has a flag. Every

country’s flag is supposed to sym-

bolize who they are. It doesn’t

matter if you’re from America

or another country, when you

see red, white, and blue and

stars, you know our values, you

know what we stand for.

“You know America is more

than a country. America is an

idea. An idea that free people

BY JESSICA WESTON

CITY REPORTER

jweston@ridgecrestca.com

SEE PARADE, A5

Mammoth Mountain/Mammoth Lakes

PHOTOS BY JOHN D. BENNETT



but it does have a restroom.
Even for those who don’t fish or camp,

Diaz Lake’s relaxed atmosphere makes it
a resting spot seemingly off the beaten
path. There is a playground near the
dock and an abundance of picnic tables. 

Wildlife is also prevalent at the lake,
from raccoons to snakes. Animals typi-
cal of the Eastern Sierra, such as coy-
otes and sidewinder rattlesnakes, are
located at the campground, but they
are nocturnal. During the day, one can
see the red-winged blackbird or a
raven flying around and singing. 

Although the lake was quiet during
the second-to-last week of April, it was
still a tourist destination. While
strolling on the dock, there was Tobias,
a visitor from Berlin, Germany, who
was staying in Lone Pine while em-
barking on a journey of the Western
United States. 

One thing, he noticed, was the
brownness of the water. “The water is
not so … clear,” he remarked before

taking photos of the scenery.
The reason behind the off-color wa-

ter: the lake is fed by underground
springs and lacks an inlet and outlet.
Because of that, plus the high mineral
content in the water, the lake has a
brownish hue to it. 

The lake is open year-round, with
events such as the Early Opener Trout
Derby on the first Saturday in March.
For more information, contact the
Lone Pine Chamber of Commerce at
(760) 876-4444.
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PHOTOS BY CHRISTOPHER LIVINGSTON
A southern-facing view of the campground, which provides abundant space for visitors to spend time and fish.
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Maturango Museum
Founded in 1962, the Maturango
Museum is an important educa-
tional and cultural resource. In ad-
dition to the exhibit galleries, which
feature the natural and cultural his-
tory of the Upper Mojave Desert,
the Museum sponsors many pro-
grams and tours, including tours to
the world-famous Coso petroglyphs. 
Open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily 100 E.
Las Flores Ave., Ridgecrest, CA
93555 (760) 375-6900

China Lake Museum
The China Lake Museum of Arma-
ment and Technology showcases
missiles and other defense technol-
ogy developed by the scientists and
engineers here at China Lake. The
docents, many of them retired scien-

tists, share their experiences as you
follow the evolution of weaponry
from WWII to the present. Open
Mon - Fri 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. (760)
939-3530

Historic USO Building
The Historic USO Building first

opened on October 13, 1945 to
serve the sudden influx of military
and civilian personnel due to the
opening of the new Naval Station at
China Lake. Since then, it has
served the community in many ca-
pacities, including court house, fire
department and dance hall. Inside
you will find photos and artifacts
about the birth and growth of the
Indian Wells Valley as well as a gift
shop with local art and books.
Open Mon-Sat 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m.  230 W. Ridge-
crest Blvd. (760) 375-8456

Rand Desert Museum
The Rand Desert Museum is a non-
profit organization dedicated to pre-
serving, protecting and sharing the
historic cultural resources and archi-
tectural history of the Rand Mining
District. Here you can learn about the
myriad of small towns that boomed to
life during California's mining era.
Open weekends 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 161
Butte Ave., Randsburg, CA 93554
(760) 371-0965

Trona
The Searles Valley Historical Society
was founded in 1979 as a non-profit
corporation. They showcase the min-
eral mining history of the Argus
Range at five locations: The Old
Guest House Museum, Searles Valley
History House, Trona Railway Mu-

seum and Caboose, and Argus Fire
Station. Open Mon-Sat 10 a.m. to
noon 13193 Main St. Trona, CA
93592 (760) 372-5222

Boron Museums
The Boron Twenty Mule Team Mu-
seum memorializes the famous 20-
mule teams and the production of
boron in the Mojave Desert. Indoor
and outdoor exhibits include a Santa
Fe Railroad Depot. The Museum also
serves at the Boron Chamber of Com-
merce. Adjacent to the Boron Museum
is the Vernon P. Saxon Aerospace Mu-
seum, exhibiting rocket science history
and a real F-4C Phantom fighter jet.
26962 Twenty Mule Team Rd., Boron.
Open 10am-4pm, 7 days a week, free
admission, (760) 762-5810

Kern Valley Museum
The Kern Valley Museum houses arti-
facts from the prehistoric times to the
present. In addition to local historical
information, they also have a large geo-
logical and fossil exhibit, mining and
ranching artifacts, and an interactive
history of the Edison hydroelectric
plants. Open 10am-4pm Thurs – Sun
49 Big Blue Rd., Kernville (760) 376-
6683

Museum of Western Film History
The Alabama Hills above Lone Pine
have been named “Hollywood's Back-
lot,” with over 100 years and 700 films
to it's credit. Learn more about Lone
Pine's movie heritage right here. Ex-
hibits include the recent installment of
the dentist wagon from Quentin Taran-
tino's “Django Unchained” and new
exhibit for the 75th anniversary of the
Lone Ranger, as well as a large collec-
tion of memorabilia, gift shop and a
movie theater showing daily documen-
taries. Open 10 am- 6 pm Mon-Sat
(Sundays 10-4) 701 S Main St, Lone
Pine (760) 876-9909. Adults $5,
kids/members/military free.
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Saving
Water
For Future

Generations

A reminder from the Indian
Wells Valley Water District

River but stopped at Keeler, California. It
has often been referred to as “the railroad
that was built 300 miles too long or 300
years too soon. 

“As the word was out that the railroad
would run east of the Owens River, peo-
ple started to arrive at what is known
now as Laws. A new railroad town was
built. It took three years for the rails to be
laid from Mound House to Laws, with
the first train arriving in April of 1883.
The depot, agent’s house, section boss’s
house, outhouses, water tank and
turntable were all ready when it arrived.

“In addition to the railroad buildings
other construction quickly followed
which included many homes, barns, and
corrals, two general stores, a rooming
house, eating house, hotel, boarding
house, pool hall and dance hall, black-
smith shop, post office, barber shop,
powder magazine and warehouses. Sev-
eral industrial buildings followed later.
Many ranches surrounded Laws and
used the railroad to ship their crops.

The decline and demise of Laws and

the railroad were the result of the local
mines closing, trucking becoming cheap-
er than rail freight and the city of Los
Angeles buying most of the valley for the
water rights. By 1959 when the railroad
ceased operation, there was no trace of
any of the buildings at Laws as they had
all been torn down for salvage. Only the
depot, agent’s house, oil and water tanks
and the turntable survived. All the other
buildings you see at the museum today
were doomed for destruction locally but
were saved by being moved to the muse-
um grounds. (compiled from the “Story
of Laws” by Clarabelle Hawkins.)”

Whatever the charm it is brings 43 dif-
ferent venues on an 11 acre parcel of land
that is surround by the mountains
draped with white snow, know as ‘Old
Tom’, that graces the spring fauna which
is the foundation of the arrival. 

Upon arrival, just abut 5 miles from
the little town of Bishop by taking the
Hwy 6 off of Hwy 395. Once on the turn
off you take a lazy five mile ride putting
you smack dab in the heart of a time
when life was so much different yet sim-
pler in many ways.

Visit www.lawsmuseum.org for more.

LAWS
Continued from 6

PHOTO BY DEBORAH MILLS
Open arrival at the Laws Railroad Museum and Historical Site it feels like you stepped back in time. The scenery and the rough-scale businesses make you have traveled to an
back in the days when a railroad depot was the new state of art technology.



BOBBYWAYNESRV.COM

Bobby Wayne's R.V.
proudly opens its
new location in
Lancaster Ca.

Come and see our
large selection of

new and used travel
trailers and fifth

wheels.

New, Used Bank Repo's and
Consignments Arriving Daily

$500
GAS CARD

WITH TRAILER PURCHASE
BRING COUPON FOR

FREE POWER TONGUE JACK. 
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