
Ridgecrest Petroglyph Festival
November 5-6, 2016
Festival Expanded

• Family Fun Zone
• Native American 

Film Screenings
• 61st Annual Gem and 

Mineral Show
• STEM Education Days

For more info visit www.rpfestival.com
Or call (800) 847-4830

• Petroglyph Tours
• Vendors, Arts & Crafts 

Festival in Petroglyph Park
• Wine tasting in 

Maturango Museum
• Speakers Forum
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Welcome to 
Ridgecrest!

Ridgecrest and China Lake
Located in the middle of the Indian Wells Valley between four

different mountain ranges, this small city called Ridgecrest is the
home to about 30,000 people and is a centralized hub for many
unique tourist destinations. Originally a dairy farming community
called Crumville, which was settled in 1912, this town became the
bedroom community for China Lake Naval Ordnance Test Station,
which was established in 1943. Now called NAWSCL (Naval Air
Weapons Station, China Lake, frequently shortened to NAWS),
this weapons development and testing site is an integral part of
United States Defense.

This map is a guide to many of the hundreds of possibilities for
exploring the desert and mountain adventures located within a
couple of hours of Ridgecrest. For more ideas be sure to stop at
the Ridgecrest Area Visitor Center, which is located at 643 N.
China Lake Blvd. Suite C.

www.visitdeserts.com

Historical Society of the Upper Mojave Desert and Historic
USO

The HSUMD is located in the Historic USO building, which will
be celebrating its 70th year in October. Its mission is to preserve
and promote a greater understanding and appreciation of the so-
cial, commercial and cultural heritage of Ridgecrest, California,
and the surrounding areas of the Indian Wells Valley and the
nearby Rand Mining District. The HSUMD also has an active Ge-
nealogical Committee that is established to encourage and en-
able genealogical research, to collect and to preserve the
materials of genealogy and history, to spread genealogical infor-
mation, and to teach genealogical research methods. 

They also host community events and exhibits and have a gift
shop located onsite. Stop in to view memorabilia from Ridge-
crest's past and stop in the gift shop. The building is open Monday
thru Saturday 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. www.hsumd.org.

    Trail Hikes in the Rademacher Hills
Take a hike

through the hills
beyond Cerro
Coso Commu-
nity College, lo-
cated in the
south section of
Ridgecrest. The
Rademache r
Hills Trail is an
8.5-mile trail
that extends
through desert
terrain and is
open to hiking,
jogging, horse-
back riding and
mountain biking. Most of the trail is closed to vehicles to avoid conflicts with non-
vehicular users and nearby residents. This area is within the Ridgecrest city lim-
its, and is closed to all shooting by city ordinance.

The Rademacher Hills Trail is located on BLM managed public land and the
trail extends from Gateway Street on the east, to South Downs Street on the
west and Javis Avenue on the north. As shown on the Rademacher Hills Trail
map, there are 11 trailheads at various points along the trail. These trailheads
have parking areas where users can access the trail system and kiosks with trail
information. 

The trail features a beautiful view of the valley for sunrises, sunsets, and after
dark when the Ridgecrest city lights sparkle below, and is also typically one of
the best locations for wildflowers in the spring. To get detailed directions and in-
formation: www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/fo/ridgecrest/rademacher.html.

U.S. Naval Museum of Armament and Technology
Explore the history of weapons development for the United States Navy at this

museum located on the Naval Air Weapons Station, China Lake. 
Located at One Pearl Harbor Way, China Lake, CA. Operating hours are Mon-

day through Saturday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., closed Sundays and selected holidays. 
Special tours can be arranged by calling the museum at 760-939-3530 during

regular business hours. U.S. citizens can pick up guest passes at the main gate
Visitors Center. www.chinalakemuseum.org

Kern County Petroglyph Park
This park lo-

cated at the cor-
ner of China
Lake Boulevard
and French Av-
enue is a tribute
to the Native
American rock
art that is found
throughout the
Mojave Desert.
Stones deco-
rated with carved petroglyph-like images and iron shaman sculptures that
were created by local artists decorate the pathways throughout the park
planted with native vegetation. East from Petroglyph Park, this park con-
tinues with a dog park, and picnic areas.

Maturango Museum, Ridgecrest
Exhibits of cultural and natural history of the Northern Mojave Desert: plus a
hands-on discovery area for children. Changing art exhibits in the Sylvia
Winslow Gallery: Death Valley Tourist Center and Northern Mojave Visitors
Center provide extensive information. Tours of Little Petroglyph Canyon and
its world-class rock art are available by reservation. Check out the newest ad-
ditions to the museum and tour the Glady Merrick Gardens, which includes a
human sundial, labyrinth, and a planetarium. Be sure to stop in the newly ex-
panded gift shop where you
can find books, maps, sou-
venirs, and lots of knowledge-
able people who can help you
with your travels in the area.
Located on the corner of China
Lake Boulevard and Las Flores
Avenue in Ridgecrest. Open
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily except
major holidays. 760-375-6900
www.maturango.org

To the north:
Beverly & Jim Rogers Lone Pine Film History Museum

If youʼre a movie buff with an interest in the
history of film, the Lone Pine Film History
Museum is a must-see on your list. Since
the 1920s, the Alabama Hills, just west of
Lone Pine, has been a favorite movie set for
films and TV episodes including Gunga Din,
How the West was Won, The Lone Ranger
and Bonanza, Tremors and more recently
Django Unchained and Iron Man.

The museum is open Monday-Wednesday 10-6, Thursday-Saturday 10-7,
Sunday 10-4, closed Christmas Day and New Year's Day. Admission is $5 for
adults and children under 12 get in free. To discover more about the Lone
Pine Film History Museum please go to www.lonepinefilmhistorymuseum.org.
Located in Lone Pine, this destination is approximately 70 miles north on
Highway 395.

Manzanar
Manzanar is national historic site that has been re-established to preserve

the stories and history of a dark time in American history when all people of
Japanese decent were rounded up and forced into internment camps after
the bombing of Pearl Harbor. Manzanar was one of 10 re-location camps
throughout the U.S. that combined housed 120,000 people from 1942 to
1945. 

An Interpretive Visitors Center telling the sto-
ries of those who were interred there, pre-
served relics of the garden, the guard house
and the cemetery are part of the driving self-led
tour you can take through this park. Manzanar
is a national park that serves as a reminder of
just how fragile American civil liberties really
are. 

Manzanar is located between Lone Pine and
Independence on Highway 395. Hours for the Interpretive Center are 9 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. (November-March) and 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. (April-October),
closed Christmas. The site is accessible sunrise to sunset daily and admission
is free. For more information on the web go to: www.nps.gov/manz. This lo-
cation is about 89 miles from Ridgecrest.

To the south:
Red Rock Canyon State Park

Located on Highway 14 just 37 miles south of
Ridgecrest, this unusual red sandstone canyon
stands out against the subtle color of the surround-
ing desert. Take a trail hike, have a picnic, see a
sunrise or sunset in this picturesque location. The
visitor center is open daily, and there are camping
spaces and services. To learn more about Red Rock
Canyon go to: www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=631

The Rand Mining District
Randsburg, Johannesburg, Red Moun-

tain, and Atolia make up the Rand Mining
District, once huge producers of gold, silver
and tungsten. The little town of Randsburg
is an authentic mining town with a general
store, saloons, a museum of mining history,
and other small boutiques and galleries. A
lunch stop for Off Highway Vehicle traffic
(OHV), and tourists traveling along U.S.
395, this location is a fun day trip back into
turn of the century desert mining camps. One mile off Highway 395 about 23
miles south of Ridgecrest. (Open mostly on the weekends).  For museum in-
formation: www.randdesertmuseum.com.

To the east:

Badwater/Death Valley National Park
Badwater is a very unique landscape and is the lowest point in North America

at 282 feet below sea level. It often becomes
a shallow lake after heavy rains.

Death Valley is one of the most unique and
well-traveled tourist areas in California. Here
you can find colorful volcanic canyons, sand
dunes, the lowest point in the United States,
plus summer temperatures that have
reached 130 degrees Fahrenheit, and more.
Approximately two hours from Ridgecrest.



224 E Ridgecrest Blvd.
Ridgecrest, CA 93555

1-760-375-4481
www.ridgecrestca.com or 

m.ridgecrestca.com
or facebook.com/

thedailyindependent

Your Local 24/7 News Source - Print, Web, or Mobile

It’s Showtime!!

Visit our Website
for Times and Showings

RidgecrestCinemas.com

1-760-446-7771
1631 N. Triangle Dr.

Ridgecrest, CA

Breakfast includes:
Fresh Belgian
waffles, boiled

eggs, fresh cooked
steel cut oats and

other items

One of the Best in the Country

Large Rooms 
- Low Rates

Best Value in town
Safe and Secure Rooms
Free Hot & Fresh Breakfast

RESERVATIONS
1-800-55ECONO or

760-446-2251 or
www.econolodge.com/hotel/ca294

GOLD AWARD
WINNER, FOUR

YEARS IN A ROW

201 Inyokern Rd
Ridgecrest, CA 93555

PH# (760) 446-2251
FAX# (760) 446-5740

ONLY
BUDGET MOTELWITH POOL !

239 E RIDGECREST BLVD

LOCATED INSIDE AMERICAN DREAM AUTO SALES

Open 7 Days

a Week
Open 7 Daysa Week

760-371-9400 • 760-371-9402
*Terms & conditions apply. Must bring written quote.

• No Credit Check
• Rentals Start at $19.95
• Insurance Rentals

• Best Long Term Pricing in Town
• We will match and beat any 

competitor price*
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RENT-A-CAR  •  RENT-A-CAR  •  RENT-A-CAR  •  RENT-A-CAR •  RENT-A-CAR 

RENT-A-CAR  •  RENT-A-CAR  •  RENT-A-CAR  •  RENT-A-CAR •  RENT-A-CAR 

760-375-1100

SIERRA LANES

634 S. China Lake Blvd.
Ridgecrest, Ca 93555

SIERRA LANES

760-375-1100

THE PARTNERS BAR
WHERE THE GLASS IS NEVER HALF EMPTY

760-446-4400

Live Music
Full Mobile Bar
Coldest Beer in Town

1033 W. Inyokern Rd., Ridgecrest

Coins • Exclusive Rock Gifts • Antiques
Sports Cards  • Collectable Glass

Crafts Gifts for all Occasions
Many Kids’ Items!

S&M Coins
& Collectibles

A Unique Shopping Experience!

216 N. Balsam.
1-760-384-1709

Stop in and Say Hi to Steve & Marnie!
Open Tues- Sat 11am- 6pm

6537 Inyokern Rd
Inyokern, CA

(760) 377-4814

• Pool
• Patio
• Full Bar
• Cold Beer
• Cocktails
• Finger Food

COME JOIN US FRIDAY
NIGHT FOR OUR WEEKLY
8 BALL POOL TOURNEY

RUSTY & TINA WARREN
O W N E R S

501 W RIDGECREST BLVD
RIDGECREST CA 93555

760.375.4123

For All

Of Your

Automotive

Needs

1-760-446-8000
1337 N. China Lake Blvd.
www.caseyssteaksbbq.com

Your Stadium for
Great Family Dining

FULL
BAR Daily

Specials

Home of the
Famous Casey’s

Sauces &
Dressings

1-760-384-3131
501 N. China Lake Blvd.

S

1-760-384-4541
501 N. China Lake Blvd.

Come Dine with Us

901 N. China Lake Blvd.            760-446-7910
clarionhotel.com

SUNDAY
BRUNCH

DAILY HAPPY HOUR
WITH SPECIALS

Avis Rent A Car System, LLC
901 North China Lake Blvd
Ridgecrest, California 93555
(760) 446-5556 T
(760) 446-2099 F
avis.com

Stop in and visit some of
our great merchants

Visit Trona,
Home of the World
Famous Pinnacles

Sponsored By Searles Valley Minerals

Visit Our
Works of

Art...
See the

Technology That
Keeps You Safe

at Home!

Operating Hours
Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 4 pm • Closed Sun. and Selected Holidays

www.chinalakemuseum.org
Member Agency #13086. United Way of Indian Wells Valley 4172037

China Lake Museum
One Pearl Habor Way (on Base) • China Lake, CA 93555

760-939-3530 • CALL FOR ACCESS

SEE SOME OF THE TECHNOLOGY

THAT KEEPS US SAFE AND SECURE.

Winter Hours: Mon-Sat 7AM - 6PM
824 W. Ridgecrest Blvd.
Ridgecrest, CA 93555

760-375-9741
www.highdeserthomecenter.comSTART RIGHT. START HERE.

We are your local full service hardware store

Best Price on Propane in Town

We’ve Got You
Covered!

Check our Prices First!

We’ve Got You
Covered!

Check our Prices First!

723 N. China Lake Blvd., Ridgecrest

760-371-9868

Dine In • Take Out • Delivery
Daily Buffets

Open Mon- Sat 11:00- 9:00pm
FREE DELIVERY 11:00AM - 8:30PM $20 min

135 Garnet St.
760-375-3321

OPEN 10AM - 2AM
7 DAYS A WEEK
• POOL • DARTS •

• FREE WI-FI •
• FOOD •

• BEST WINGS
IN TOWN •

• HAPPY HOUR •

Stay for the Night
Stay for the Week

Stay as long as you need.
We welcome all to our RV Park

• Hot, Cold, & Blended Coffee Drinks
• Shakes, Smoothies, Fountain Sodas

• Salads & Wraps • Breakfast &
Lunch Sandwiches

• Drive Thru  • Lounge with Free WiFiSun.-Thurs.      11 am-9 pm
Fri.- Sat.            11 am-10 pm

(760) 446-2320
1601 Triangle Dr.

Ridgecrest, CA 93555

2 Locations to Serve You

(760) 446-PIZA
1601 Triangle Dr.

Ridgecrest, CA 93555

LUNCH BUFFET
Mon.-Sun.

11:00 am-2:00 pm
Ridgecrest Only

DINNER BUFFET
Mon.-Tues.

Starts at 5:00 pm
Ridgecrest Only

(760) 876-4707
301 S.Main St.

Lone Pine, CA 93545

908 N Norma • 1-760-446-6960
Open Daily  6am–10pm

SENIOR & CHILDRENS MENU
• Mexican
• Pasta
• Steaks
• Desserts

• American
• Salad Bar
• Seafod
• Daily  Sepcials

BANQUET
ROOM

AVAILABLE

FULL
LIQUOR
LICENCE

760-446-1939 • 904 N. China Lake Blvd

• Frozen Yogurt
• Frozen Custard
• Italian Ice

• Gelato
• Sorbet
• Gelati

OUR FROZEN YOGURT CONTAINS 5 CULTURE
STRAINS INCLUDING 3 PROBIOTICS

OPEN 11AM - 10 PM • 7 DAYS A WEEK

China Lake - Naval Air Warfare Centee Center

Maps Not To Scale
All Rights Reserved 
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China Lake
Naval Air Warfare Center
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Kernville/Lake Isabella        60
Lone Pine                             60
Mojave                                60
Lancaster/Palmdale             90
San Bernardino                  110
Bakersfield                        120
Bishop                               120
San Fernando Valley          120
Los Angeles                        160
Las Vegas                           230
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