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COLDWELL BANKER BEST REALTY
Ridgecrest’s #1 Real Estate Office!

Residential  • Commercial • New Construction
Lots & Land • Property Management

Open 7 Days A Week For Your Convenience
Monday-Friday 8 AM - 6 PM

Saturday 9 AM - 5 PM • Sunday 10 AM - 2 PM
Come By For Free Area Map and Updated Rental List

www.RidgecrestColdwellBanker.com

(760) 375-3855
710 N. China Lake Blvd. • Ridgecrest, CA 93555
68% Market Share for 2017!
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31st IWV ECONOMIC OUTLOOK CONFERENCE
“Ridgecrest - An Innovative Community - Our Future” • February 22, 2018 • 8 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Solomon Rajaratnam, EOC Committee, Ridgecrest Chamber of Commerce

Presentation of Colors: US Navy Color Guard – NAWS China Lake

Pledge of Allegiance

National Anthem

Invocation

Recognize Presenting Sponsor and Officials

Video Greetings from Federal and State Elected Officials

Master of Ceremonies – Dr. Larry Cosner

SPEAKERS

Supervisor Mick Gleason, Kern County 1st District

Mayor Peggy Breeden, City of Ridgecrest

Jim Suver, CEO, Ridgecrest Regional Hospital

Karina Drees, CEO and General Manager, Mojave Air & Space Port

Scott O’Neil, Executive Director, IWV EDC

Networking & Expo Break

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Robert Kleinhenz

Economist and Executive Director of Research

Beacon Economics, LLC

Networking & Expo Break

FEATURED SPEAKERS

WELCOME

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

RADM Brian Corey, Commander, Naval Air Warfare Center Weapons Division

Ms. Joan Johnson, Executive Director, Naval Air Warfare Center Weapons Division

CAPT Paul Dale, USN Commanding Officer, Naval Air Weapons Station China Lake

CLOSING

Leadership Ridgecrest

Closing Remarks

Adjournment

Networking & Expo



2018 IWV Economic Outlook Conference  5

Supervisor Mick
Gleason was elected to
serve the 1st District of
Kern County on
November 8, 2012, and
took office on January 7,
2013.

A former Navy
Captain and base
commander, CAPT
Michael (Mick) Gleason
(USN, ret) has lived in
Kern County’s 1st
District since 2004 after
being selected as
Commanding Officer of
China Lake NAWS. He is
dedicated to agriculture,
energy and military
issues confronting the
1st District and has
pledged to foster a job-

creating economy in
Kern County.

Supervisor Mick
Gleason was born in
Nyack, New York, and
moved to Haverhill,
Massachusetts. He
graduated from the
University of Notre
Dame in 1972 with a
bachelor’s degree in
business administration.

As a Captain in the US
Navy, his final
assignment was as the
Commanding Officer of
Naval Air Weapons
Station China Lake in
2008. Mick and Robynn
have three sons, Wes,
Paddy, and Jeff. After
retiring from active duty

after 27 years, Mr.
Gleason accepted a job
as a senior program
manager with General
Dynamics and has also
helped launch the China
Lake Alliance, a
community advocacy
group, designed to
support the US Navy at
China Lake.

Supervisor Gleason
graduated from the
Naval Postgraduate
School in Monterey,
California, in 1999,
where he earned his
master’s degree in
astronautical
engineering. He loves
spending time with his
family and kids.

PRESENTER

MICK GLEASON Kern County 
1st District Supervisor
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Your Economic Partner
for the Kern & Inyo Counties

PRESENTER

PEGGY BREEDEN Mayor of Ridgecrest

Ridgecrest Mayor Peggy
Breeden has been a
resident in the lndian Wells
Valley since 1982. She has
been owner of The Swap
Sheet, an advertising paper,
in the Valley for more than
35 years. Peggy has almost
50 years of business
experience.

Breeden is serving her
second term as Mayor
having been recently
reelected. She has been
elected to serve on the
lndian Wells Valley Airport
District and the lndian Wells
Valley Water District, and is
past president of the
Ridgecrest Chamber of
Commerce.

Peggy also serves or has

served on various boards
and committees including:
Cerro Coso Community
College Foundation Board,
Kern Council of
Governments, Eastern Kern
Air Pollution Control
District, League of
California Cities, Navy
Community Council, lndian
Wells Valley Groundwater
Management Group, lndian
Wells Valley Economic
Development Corp.,
Disaster Council Ridgecrest,
East Kern Economic
Alliance, Desert Valley
Federal Credit Union,
Senior Services of lWV,
China Lake Museum
Foundation, and IWV Well
Owners Association.
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PRESENTER

JIM SUVER CEO of Ridgecrest Regional Hospital

Jim Suver is the CEO of Ridgecrest
Regional Hospital. Prior to that he served
as Administrator/Vice-President of
Operations for Petaluma Valley Hospital, a
ministry of the St. Joesph's Health System,
and before that as administrator/CEO at
Biggs-Gridley Memorial Hospital. He is a
1983 Chico State business administration
graduate. Mr. Suver also has a master’s in
health administration from the University
of Southern California.

He taught in USC's health administration
program for 10 years. He is an instructor in
the Chico State health administration
major including healthcare finance,
healthcare operations management and
healthcare administration capstone. His
work history includes Sutter Health and
Catholic Healthcare West in addition to
nine years at Fremont-Rideout Health
Group in various positions.
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760-446-3611
540 Perdew Suite C

At Gary State Farm we’re a little different than
other companies. We help people manage

their everyday risks. Our Agency is committed
to helping families plan,  protect and pursue

their financial dreams. Through simple 
conversations with our customers, we’ve 

become known for the problems we solve, 
not the products we sell. Our customers’ needs

determine our path and our values guide us.
Our Agency’s purpose and passion is to help

our customers and their future  
generations achieve a level of financial 

peace and freedom.”
Gary Charlon

State Farm Agent

760.446.4279

PRESENTER

KARINA M. DREES CEO of Mojave Air and
Space Port

Karina Drees is the CEO and
General Manager of Mojave Air
& Space Port (MASP), home to a
diverse set of companies
manufacturing and testing air
and space vehicles. As CEO,
Drees is responsible for
maintaining more than 3,000
acres of property and managing
150 tenant contracts. She
oversees all testing operations at
the airport and manages
procedures, business operations
and regional partnership
development. Drees leads the
implementation of strategic
initiatives for the benefit of the
companies operating in Mojave
as well as the region.

Prior to MASP, Drees held
senior positions in strategy,
business development and

operations for growing
technology companies. She was
most recently a member of the
strategy and positioning team at
SRA International. Before joining
SRA, Drees held leadership
positions at two investor-backed
high tech startup companies in
the Washington, DC, area.

Drees has a BS from Arizona
State University and an MBA from
the MIT Sloan School of
Management. She also
completed International Space
University’s (ISU) Summer Session
Program in Beijing, China. She
serves as treasurer on the
executive committee of the
Commercial Spaceflight
Federation and is a board
member of the MIT $100K
Entrepreneurship Competition.



For Our Military

For Our Veterans

For Jobs & Tax Relief

www.McCarthyforCongress.com

Paid for by Kevin McCarthy for Congress

Kevin 
McCarthy
Proven Leadership



10 2018 IWV Economic Outlook Conference

PRESENTING SPONSOR

BREAKFAST SPONSOR          SPEAKERS’ RECEPTION SPONSOR

PLATINUM SPONSORS

GOLD SPONSORS

SILVER SPONSORS

GARY CHARLON

EDUCATIONAL SPONSOR                     PATRON SPONSOR

VINCENT AVALOS

Timbisha Shoshone Tribe

BREAK SPONSORS
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760-375-6900
www.maturango.org

100 E. Las Flores Ave
Ridgecrest, CA 93555

Museum Store ~ Unique Gifts
Local Information

Open Daily  10a.m. - 5p.m.

• Death Valley Tourist Center
• Northern Mojave Visitor Center
• Art Gallery
• Natural, Historical & Archeological Exhibits
• Labyrinth and Observatory
• Concerts & Lectures
• Field Trips and Petroglyph Tours

www.edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Vincent J Avalos Jr
Financial Advisor
.

425 West Drummond
Avenue Ste B
Ridgecrest, CA 93555
760-371-1271

M
K

D
-8

65
2A

-A

 Investing is about more than money.
At Edward Jones, we stop to ask you the question: 
“What’s important to you?” Without that insight 
and a real understanding of your goals, investing 
holds little meaning.

Contact your Edward Jones fi nancial advisor for 
a one-on-one appointment to discuss what’s 
really important: your goals.

PRESENTER

SCOTT O’NEIL Executive Director, IWVEDC

Mr. Scott O’Neil is currently the
Executive Director of the Indian Wells
Valley Economic Development
Corporation.  He is the proprietor of S.
M. O’Neil Consulting, LLC; and, a
member of the Naval Research
Advisory Committee, an independent
civilian scientific advisory group
dedicated to providing senior Navy
leadership objective analyses in the
areas of science, research and
development.  He retired from U.S.
Government civilian service January
2016 after working for the Navy for 43
years.  For the decade prior to his
retirement Mr. O’Neil served as
Executive Director and Director for
Research and Engineering of the Naval
Air Warfare Center Weapons Division
(NAWCWD) at China Lake, California.
The Center is responsible for research,
development, acquisition support, test,

evaluation, and in-service engineering
for naval weapon systems. As Executive
Director, Mr. O’Neil directed a highly
technical civilian workforce of about
5200 employees.

In November 1998 Mr. O’Neil was
appointed as the head of NAWCWD
Weapons and Targets Department. In
April 2002 he was assigned Director of
Atlantic Ranges and Facilities of Naval

Air Warfare Center Aircraft Division, at
Patuxent River, Maryland. From May
through December 2010 he was
assigned acting Deputy Commander
Naval Air Systems Command. 

Prior to moving into general
management, Mr. O’Neil conducted
research and development in solid
rocket propulsion and thrust vector
control systems.  He was program
manager for Vertical Launch ASROC
(VLA), an in-house government
advanced development program.  VLA
was made Fleet operational 1993. He
was Deputy Program Manager for
Tomahawk Cruise Missile rocket motors
and he led the development MK 111
Improved Rocket Motor and the
WDU36 lightweight warhead system
for Tomahawk.  

See O’NEIL, Page 18
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•Ridgecrest Native, Owner Operated, Full Service Agency• 

IWV Insurance specializes in your total insurance needs: 
home, auto, business, health, life, bonds, 

rental property, flood/ earthquake

Call For A 
Free Quote!

www.IWVins.com
1310 N. Norma; Ridgecrest

760-446-3544
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dartontarget.org  or  call 760-375-9787                                                                                                                     Se Habla Español

Desert Area
Resources and
Training

• Information and Referral

• Full day Early Childhood Services, 
infant, toddler and preschool

• Full time adult employment
training program

• Supported Living Services

• Transportation services for 
those enrolled

• Summer Autism Day Camp, 
“Artists On The Edge” program

• Over Fifty years of operations

• Thrift Store, Commercial
Contracts

• Accepting referrals from the  
Kern Regional Center

• Document Destruction

201 E. Ridgecrest Blvd.  Ridgecrest, CA 93555

The premier provider of programs and services of the intellectually and developmentally
disabled, in the Indian Wells Valley and surrounding communities of the Central Mojave Desert.

Our Mission, Their Dreams
Since 1961...

Fully CARF accredited, State of California Licensed.            DART is a private, not-for-profit 501 (C) (3).  
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Cerro Coso Community College 
Coldwell Banker Best Realty 
High Desert Air Ductor
Indian Wells Valley Water District

Liberty Ambulance
Opportunities for Learning
Pacific Gas & Electric
Sierra Sands Unified School District

Southern California Edison
Walmart
Warren’s Automotive
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216 S. Norma St.,
Ridgecrest, CA

760-371-1376

FD 1184

Our family serving your family
since1967 

We are a Full Service Facility
Mortuary • Cemetery • Crematory

We own and operate out own crematory
which gives us complete security and

control of the cremation process.

PLAN AHEAD WITH FORETHOUGHT LIFE INSURANCE

HOW
ARE YOU 
PLANNING
FOR THE 
FUTURE?

Robert Kleinhenz is Economist and
Executive Director of Research at
Beacon Economics, LLC and one of
California’s leading economists. Dr.
Kleinhenz is a much sought-after
specialist for his deep knowledge of the
California and U.S. economies and their
industries. Tapping nearly 30 years of
experience in analyzing the national
and state economies, as well as the
economies of California’s many diverse
regions, he oversees economic
research and public policy analysis at
Beacon Economics. He is also
Executive Director of Research at the
UC Riverside School of Business Center
for Economic Forecasting and
Development.

In his work, Dr. Kleinhenz produces a
wide variety of economic forecasts,
impact studies, and public policy
analyses. Some of his recent projects

have included spearheading an
economic impact analysis for the City
of Los Angeles’ 2024 Olympic bid, and
policy research related to California’s
growing demand for housing.

Prior to joining Beacon Economics,
Dr. Kleinhenz served as Chief
Economist of the Kyser Center for
Economic Research at the Los Angeles
County Economic Development
Corporation (LAEDC). Earlier in his
career, he was Deputy Chief Economist
at the California Association of Realtors
where he focused on housing market
and consumer research. He also taught
economics for over 15 years, most
recently at California State University,
Fullerton.

A leading voice in Los Angles and
beyond, Dr. Kleinhenz is an in-demand

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

ROBERT KLEINHENZ
Economist and 
Executive Director of
Research, Beacon 
Economics, LLC

See KLEINHENZ, Page 18
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CAREER TECHNICAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS

This was produced pursuant to grant agreement number 02-C01-023. It is suppo�ed by Carl D. Perkins Vocational and Technical Act of 1993 (VTEA), Title 1, Pa� C funds awarded to Kern Community College District 
grants by the California Community College Chancellor’s Office.

www.cerrocoso.edu
760-384-6100

 ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE

 BUSINESS

 BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

 BUSINESS OFFICE TECHNOLOGY

 CHILD DEVELOPMENT

 COMPUTER INFORMATION SYSTEMS

 CYBER SECURITY TECHNICIAN

 EMERGENCY MEDICAL TECHNOLOGY

 HEALTH CAREERS

 HUMAN SERVICES

 INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY

 MANAGEMENT

PARALEGAL STUDIES

VOCATIONAL NURSING

 WEB PROFESSIONAL

 WELDING TECHNOLOGY

A C C R E D I T E D

A F F O R D A B L E

T A I L O R E D

Learning Today . . . Earning Tomorrow

C O N N E C T I N G

E D U C A T I O N

A N D  C A R E E R S

FEATURED SPEAKER

Rear Adm. Corey is a native of
Granite City, Ill. He earned a Bachelor
of Science degree in chemical
engineering and a commission as an
ensign from the Naval Reserve Officer
Training Corps at the University of
Illinois. He is a distinguished graduate
of the U.S. Naval Test Pilot School and
holds a Master of Arts degree in
national security and strategic studies
from the Naval War College.

Corey served operationally as an F/A-
18 pilot in Strike Fighter Squadron
(VFA) 86 deployed in USS America (CV
66), VFA-146 deployed in USS Nimitz
(CVN 68), and command of VFA-192
forward deployed in USS Kitty Hawk
(CV 63) to Japan. During these tours he
participated in operations Desert
Storm, Southern Watch, Provide Hope,
Deny Flight, Operation Iraqi Freedom
and several Western Pacific

deployments.  
His shore tours include service as a

selectively retained graduate
(SERGRAD) flight instructor with
Training Air Wing Two and the Office of
the Chief of Naval Operations (OPNAV)
staff where he served as the F/A-18
requirements officer and as the deputy

for Strike Aircraft Plans and
Requirements.

Corey has served in numerous
acquisition tours beginning with the
U.S. Naval Test Pilot School where he
was selected to fly the MiG-29 aircraft
in Russia. His test experience includes
two tours at Naval Air Warfare Center
Weapons Division, China Lake, Calif.,
where he worked on improvements to
weapons, sensors and software
upgrades for F/A-18 A-F models. His
program management experience
includes leading the Core Avionics
Integrated Product Team and serving
as the deputy program manager for
Systems and Advanced Development
in the F/A-18 and EA-18G Program
(PMA-265). He also commanded the
Direct and Time Sensitive Weapons

RADM BRIAN COREY Commander, 
NAWCWD

See COREY, Page 18
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FEATURED SPEAKER

JOAN JOHNSON Executive Director, 
NAWCWD

Ms. Joan Johnson currently serves as
the Executive Director and Director for
Research and Engineering at the Naval
Air Warfare Center Weapons Division
(NAWCWD). With two primary sites at
Point Mugu and China Lake, Calif., the
center is responsible for research,
development, acquisition support, test,
evaluation, and in-service engineering for
the total weapon system. Ms. Johnson
directs a civilian workforce of more than
4,600 professionals. 

With more than 30 years of experience
in both the private sector and as a civilian
with the Department of Defense, Ms.
Johnson began her career in industry as
an engineer in Electronic Warfare
Research and Development. She
continued to work as both a software
engineer and a systems engineer,
developing and integrating software and
systems solutions for airborne avionics
and Electronic Warfare systems. Ms.

Johnson also served as Engineering
Program Manager and Software
Engineering Department Manager for
teams developing Electronic Warfare
suites for the U.S. Navy, Army and Air
Force. 

Ms. Johnson was hired into the
government in February 2000 at
NAWCWD China Lake. She worked for
the Systems Engineering Department,
leading independent program

assessments of NAVAIR software-
intensive acquisition programs. In
September 2001, Ms. Johnson was
promoted to the position of Weapon
System Support Activity Lead for the AH-
1 Super Cobra attack helicopter program,
where she was responsible for execution
of full lifecycle support for the AH-1 Super
Cobra mission systems and weapon
systems. In December 2003, Ms. Johnson
was selected as the Head of the Systems
Engineering Management Division,
providing supervision and leadership to
product team leads, chief engineers, and
senior engineers supporting weapon
systems acquisition, development, and
sustainment for Naval Aviation. 

Ms. Johnson entered the Senior
Executive Service in August 2008, as
Director of Software Engineering for the
Naval Air Systems Command (NAVAIR)

See JOHNSON, Page 17
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CONTRIBUTING TO LIFE AND FORMING BUILDING
BLOCKS FOR A HEALTIER, MORE COMFORTABLE,

MOBILE, CLEAN, AND INFORMED LIFE STYLE
We are recruiting Engineers & Craftsman

FEATURED SPEAKER

Captain Dale is a 1994 graduate of the
University of Michigan (Ann Arbor) with a
Bachelor of Science in Electrical
Engineering.  He earned his Surface
Warfare Officer designation then
subsequently earned selection for lateral
transfer followed ultimately by Naval
Flight Officer wings in 1998.

Captain Dale’s command tour
occurred from February 2012 to May
2013 as Commanding Officer of VAW-
116, the “Sun Kings”, located at Naval
Base Ventura County flying the E-2C

Hawkeye 2000.
His at-sea tours prior to his Command

tour involved duties on an Aegis Cruiser
and two E-2C squadrons.

Ashore Captain Dale served as a
Hawkeye Weapons and Tactics Instructor
at Naval Strike and Air Warfare Center
(NSAWC) in Fallon, NV.  He also
attended the US Naval War College
Newport Rhode Island.  Joint duty
occurred as a member of the
NORTHMCOM J3 directorate Colorado
Springs Colorado.  His assignment prior

to NAWSCL was as the N6 / Carrier
Airborne Early Warning Weapons School
(CAEWWS) Department Head at the
Naval Aviation Warfighting Development
Center (NAWDC), which was previously
known as NSAWC, located in Fallon, NV. 

Captain Dale’s decorations include the
Defense Meritorious Service Medal,
Meritorious Service Medal, Air Medal
Strike/Flight, and Battle E. He has
accumulated nearly 2700 E-2 flight hours
and 575 carrier arrested landings on
three different aircraft carriers.

CAPT PAUL DALE Commanding Officer,
NAWS China Lake

and Head of the Systems Engineering
Department at NAWCWD. In 2013, she
was appointed Director of the Weapons
and Energetics Department for NAVAIR
and served in that position until January

2016, when she was appointed to her
current position. 

Ms. Johnson earned her bachelor of
science degree in Chemical Engineering
from the University of Virginia. She was a
recipient of the Naval Air Warfare Center
Weapons Division Michelson Laboratory
Award in 2007 for significant contributions

to Naval and Marine Aviation. She
received the Navy Meritorious Civilian
Service Award in 2011 and the Naval Air
Warfare Center Weapons Division Dr.
L.T.E. Thompson Award in 2013. Ms.
Johnson has been a member of the
Acquisition Professional Community since
2002. 

JOHNSON
From Page 16
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SENIOR & MILITARY 

DISCOUNTS!

SYNTHETIC 
TURF!

BEFORE

AFTER

CA LIC. 990399

DECORATIVE 
PAVERS

STAMPED
CONCRETE!

• Yard Maintenance

   Weekly/Bi-Weekly

• Landscape Design

• Xeriscaping

• Drip System Install

   & Repair

• Yard Maintenance

   Weekly/Bi-Weekly

• Landscape Design

• Xeriscaping

• Drip System Install

   & Repair

• Lawn Removal

• Sod Installation

• Synthetic Turf

• General Yard Clean-up

   & Trash Hauled Away

• Now Installing Pavers

   & Flag Stone

Take Advantage of the 

Cash for Grass from the

State of California and 

the IWV Water 

District

Call for a 
Free 

Consultation!
Call for a 

Free 
Consultation!

Program (PMA-242). Corey served as
the Naval Air Systems Command Vice
Commander until October 2015.  

On Oct. 29, 2015 Corey assumed his
current position as the Commander,
Naval Air Warfare Center Weapons
Division, and Assistant Commander for
Test and Evaluation, Naval Air Systems
Command.    

Corey has more than 3,800 flight
hours and 660 carrier arrested landings,
mostly in the F/A-18 Hornet.  He has
logged hours in more than 20 aircraft,
including the F/A-18 A-F, MiG-29, AV-
8B, F-15, and F-16.  

COREY
From Page 15

speaker who regularly presents to
business, government, and nonprofit
organizations. A well-known media
commentator, he has been interviewed
on CNBC and NPR and is regularly
quoted in major national dailies

including the Wall Street Journal.
Current and past affiliations include the
National Association for Business
Economics, the National Association
for Business Economics, Los Angeles
Chapter, the Western Economic
Association International, and the Real
Estate Research Council of Southern
California.

Dr. Kleinhenz holds a Ph.D in
Economics from the University of
Southern California with a specialty in
Urban and Regional Economics. He
also holds an M.A. degree in
economics from the University of
Southern California and a B.A. degree
in economics from the University of
Michigan.

KLEINHENZ
From Page 14

Mr. O’Neil received his Bachelor’s in
Mechanical Engineering (BME) from
Seattle University in 1972 and received
his Master’s in Mechanical Engineering
from the University of Southern
California in 1977. The Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (MIT) selected

Mr. O’Neil as an Alfred P. Sloan Fellow
and he received his Master’s in
Management from MIT in 1992. He is
the recipient of numerous Command
awards for engineering and
management excellence.  He has
received the Naval Meritorious and
Superior Civilian Service Awards.  Mr.
O’Neil received the Meritorious SES
Presidential Rank Award from President

Bush in 2007.  In January 2016 he
received the Navy Distinguished
Civilian Service Award, the highest
honorary award the Secretary of the
Navy can confer on a Department of
the Navy civilian employee.  He is a
member of Tau Beta Pi engineering
honors society and is a registered
Professional Mechanical Engineer in
California.

O’NEIL
From Page 11
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Ashton E. Dunn  Cal Bar No. 204279
Attorney at Law since 12/08/1999

ashtdu@yahoo.com

Law Offices of Ashton E. Dunn
Debt Relief (Bankruptcy), Estate Planning 

760-375-6100 Phone 139 N Balsam, Suite 1300
760-375-6700 Fax Ridgecrest, CA 93555

Together We’re Generating 
More Than Electricity

SCE is proud to support the 
Ridgecrest Chamber of Commerce 
2018 IWV Economic Outlook Conference 

Southern California Edison (SCE) is 
investing in the grid of the future.

Ca. License # 781251

Located at 1522 N. Inyo
(760) 446-2204

For All Your Decorating Needs!

• Carpet  • Tile
• Vinyl  • Hardwood
• Window Treatments
• Much More  

We have the best knowledge and
experience, so give us a call and set up
your appointment for a no cost,
no obligation consultation!

DEMOGRAPHICS & DATA

2018 POPULATION ESTIMATE (Zip
code of City of Ridgecrest)** 33,723
2010 Census Population 32,938
2023 Projection 34,427

POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS
Median Age 36.39
Spanish Speaking 10.80%

POPULATION BY ORIGIN
Not Hispanic or Latino 80.45%
Hispanic 19.55%

POPULATION BY ORIGIN
White Alone 75.87%
Black or African American 3.80%
American Indian/Alaska Native 1.33%
Asian Alone 4.10%
Native Hawaiian/other Pacific Islander

0.47%
Some Other Race 7.75%
Two or More Races 6.68%

AVERAGE HOUSEHOLD INCOME

93555 $ 85,502 

HOUSING - (Dec. 2017)
Median Housing (CoreLogic /
www.RealQuest.com) $ 174,000 
Housing Units 13,347
Person per Household (avg.) 2.52
Homeowners (avg.) 64.28%

EDUCATION (age 25+) 21,911
No High School Diploma 9.82%
High School Graduate 25.42%
Some College, no degree 25.70%
Associate's Degree 9.42%
Bachelor's Degree 20.65%
Master's Degree 7.07%
Professional School Degree 0.94%
Doctoral Degree 0.98%

WORKFORCE (16+ by Occupation)
13,939

Architect/Engineer 8.62%
Arts/Entertain/Sports 3.15%
Building Grounds Maint 3.65%

Business Financial Ops 3.72%
Community Soc Svcs 0.74%
Computer/Mathematical 8.54%
Construction/Extraction 6.29%
Edu/Training/Library 4.48%
Farm/Fish/Forestry 0.46%
Food Prep/Serving 5.64%
Health Practitioner/Tech 3.27%
Healthcare Support 1.33%
Maintenance Repair 5.16%
Legal 0.36%
Life/Phys/Soc Sociology 1.80%
Management 8.39%
Office/Admin Support 11.59%
Production 5.32%
Protective Services 1.30%
Sales/Related 7.86%
Personal Care/Service 3.66%
Transportation/Moving 4.67%
SOURCE: Claritas via Environics Ana-
lytics
https://en.environicsanalytics.ca/Spot-
light

RIDGECREST’S POPULATION
Demographic data provided by Greater Antelope Valley Economic Alliance
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 Do you feel ignored by your bank's automated answering
machine and wish you could talk to a real person? 1
Does your bank make you feel like a number rather than a 
person? 2 
Do you feel like your bank is more interested in what you can 
make them rather than how they can help you? 3
Has your bank forgotten that the money they depend on is 
YOURS? 4

www.desertvalleys.org P: (760) 446-3500 

MEMBER OWNED 
 

LOCALLY-COMMITTED 
 

PERSONALLY-DRIVEN 

IF YOU ANSWERED YES.... 
IT'S TIME FOR A CHANGE 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Chairwoman of the Board:
Debbie Benson, Maturango Museum
Chairman-Elect of the Board:
Daryl Silberberg Jr., IWV Insurance
Treasurer:
Dan Spurgeon, Springhill Suites/ Hampton Inn

Directors
Janis Bottorff, S.A.S.S.
Jennifer Cotterell, Navy Federal Credit Union
Natalie Dorrell, Cerro Coso Community College
David Eriksen, The Partners
Bernie Mondragon, Bernie's Landscaping
Tim Neipp, Cosner-Neipp Corporation
Solomon Rajaratnam, Mission Bank
Tina Warren, Warren's Automotive
CEO: Suzette Caufield

ECONOMIC OUTLOOK CONFERENCE COMMITTEE
Chair: Daryl Silberberg Jr. 
Committee:  Debbie Benson, Dan Spurgeon, 
Jennifer Cotterell, Natalie Dorrell, Bernie Mondragon,
Tim Neipp, Solomon Rajaratnam, Tina Warren, and
Suzette Caufield.

Special Thanks to:
Jan Bennett, Mark McCoy, Scott McEntee, Jason Patin &
the Kerr McGee Community Center, John Watkins & The
Daily Independent, and the SpringHill Suites.
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Lic# 566544  A, B, C-36, C-10

Financing by 

Since 1972

CALL CHUCK OR LESLIE AT CORDELL CONSTRUCTION
OR COME BY OUR OFFICE AT 643 N CHINA LAKE BLVD

Chuck Cordell                                   
Denise Cordell
Leslie Brown

Ph# 760.375.3118
cordell.constructiond@yahoo.com

leslie.cordell@yahoo.com
www.CordellConstruct.com

Low Interest Financing
~Roofing       ~Doors

~Windows  ~Insulation
~Energy Efficient HVAC
~Energy Star Appliances

~Many other energy
efficient products

Specializing in all your building
needs - Solar systems, Solar

World, LG Panels
• Fencing
• Remodels
• New Construction
• Residential / Commercial
• Lot Preparation
• Septic systems
• Utility installations

MADE IN AMERICA

FROM ASSEMBLYMAN VINCE FONG

Indian Wells Valley, the Place Where
the American Work Ethic Thrives

There is something special
about the Indian Wells
Valley. The unwavering
devotion to our national
security, consistent
commitment to education
and relentless pursuit of
innovation that spurs
achievements only those in
China Lake, Ridgecrest and
the Indian Wells Valley
understand. Our community
symbolizes the true value of
American work ethic and
reminds all of us that some
of the greatest
advancements can happen
right here in our community.

These advancements are
what drive our economy.

Both on and off the base,
our community has
established a reputation of
staying focused on the
things that matter. There will
always be challenges in a
dynamic economy, but there
are also opportunities and
we will always rise to the
occasion. Whether it be
ensuring the best quality of
life for residents, crafting the
most advanced weapon
technology, producing
critical minerals or educating
and training tomorrow’s
masterminds this community
has what it takes to face the
future.

I hope the Indian Wells

Valley Economic
Development Conference
brings pride to this
community. I applaud what
we have accomplished and
believe this gathering is a
steadfast reminder to
continue supporting our
local economy. As all of the
thought leaders come
together, I look forward to
hearing about the great
things yet to come. I am
proud to be your
representative, not just as a
community, but representing
a place that continues to
change the economic and
national security landscape
across America.

Assemblyman Vince Fong
represents the 34th
Assembly District.
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224 E Ridgecrest Blvd. • Ridgecrest, CA 93555 • 760-375-4481
www.ridgecrestca.com or m.ridgecrestca.com

or facebook.com/thedailyindependent

Your Local 24/7 News Source
Print, Web, or Mobile

www.ridgecrestca.com

Tuesday, January 2, 2018

$1.50 | Vol. 92 — Edition 001
Your local news source since 1926

IWV makes splash

in SoCal invite

SPORTS, B1

Suzan H Halsey, AAMS®

Financial Advisor

1525 N Norma Suite D

Ridgecrest, CA 93555

1-760-446-4525

When it comes to your to-do list,

put your future first.

To find out how to get your financial goals on

track, contact your Edward Jones financial

advisor today. Member SIPC

www.edwardjones.com

2017 in Review:

Entertainment

NEWS, A3Tuesday Morning:

‘The Year of the Dog’

NEWS, A6

Today

65/37

Tomorrow

67/40

Full Forecast

Calendar

A2

A2

Obituaries

Sports

A6

B1

Comics

Classifieds

B4

B5
UPC (A) General

The Daily Ind

MICHAEL SMIT/DAILY INDEPENDENT

The Maturango Museum Children's Hour in December was about winter themed books and crafts. In this photo, the

museum's Coso room is also filled with various interactive displays that children find irresistible. Here, as other chil-

dren gathered around a white Christmas tree, one child found a table full of desert animal pelts more fascinating. A

museum docent guides her hand across each pelt, explaining what animal it is any why the pelts feature different

textures. 

Maturango Museum: explore

the past in the new year

Cocoa and cookies with RPDPHOTOS BY JACK BARNWELL/DAILY INDEPENDENT

Ivan Ruetschle, 4, left, chats with Ridgecrest Police Officer Corey Rinaldi at McDonald’s during the Friday, Dec. 29

“Cocoa and cookies with a Cop” event. The meet-and-greet is part of Ridgecrest Police Department’s outreach effort.

Ridgecrest Police Volunteer Bob Gould, right, offers some cookies to Mc-

Donald’s patrons during the Friday, Dec. 29 “Cocoa and cookies with a

Cop.”

Ridgecrest Police Officer Eddie Hamilton

serves up hot chocolate at McDonald’s

during the Friday, Dec. 29 “Cocoa and

cookies with a Cop.”

FROM THE PUBLISHER’S DESK

With resolutions made

and some already broken —

football frenzy almost over —

the new year is underway.

2018 also brings a fresh

look to your Daily Independ-

ent – including a newly de-

signed page one. 

Additionally, the new fea-

ture page will include re-

vamped comics and a new

crossword puzzle. A quar-

terly “Puzzle/Game” book

will also be part of the DI

2018 publication insert

schedule.

Auction 2018 will be

launched in March. This ef-

fort will allow online visitors

to bid on trips and merchan-

dise. It’ll be a lot of fun!

We did not wait until the

first of the year to imple-

ment other special pages.

This effort will be expanded

early on in 2018. 

Our commitment to local

news, online and in print, has

never been stronger. To that

extent, we will be setting up

a special customer care email

for comments and thoughts

on “your paper.” Staff will

also be calling subscribers

in an effort to give us at the

DI a quick “pulse on our

performance.” Look for that

effort to begin in February.

Finally, here at the Daily

Independent, we wish each

of you a Happy New Year as

we embark on what promis-

es to be an exciting 2018 for

all of us. 

— John Watkins is the

publisher of the Daily Inde-

pendent and the Taft Mid-

way Driller. Contact him at

jwatkins@ridgecrestca.com

JOHN WATKINS

New year, new

look for the DI

A public meeting to re-

ceive comments on the

Draft TEIR  for the Tim-

bisha Shoshone casino will

be held on Thursday, Jan-

uary 11, 2018 at 6:30p.m.

at the Kerr McGee Com-

munity Center, 100 W.

California Ave. 

The Proposed Project

site (project site) is locat-

ed near the northeast cor-

ner of the City of Ridge-

crest (City) in Kern Coun-

ty. The project site consists

of approximately 26.5 lev-

el acres, and is currently

vacant land, located at

1404 North China Lake

Boulevard, Ridgecrest, CA

93555. East Inyokern

Road bounds the project

site to the north, Ward

Avenue to the south,

Mclean Street and Kimball

Road to the east, and

North China Lake Boule-

vard to the west. A copy of

the draft can be found on-

line at www.timbishacasi-

no.com. People can also

send public comment to: 

Timbisha Shoshone

Tribe
P.O. Box 1779

Bishop, CA 93515

teir@timbisha.com

Written comments

should be postmarked or

emailed by Jan. 31.

Public meeting on

casino set for Jan.

11 at Kerr McGee

New years resolutions

are all about the future,

but wise people have al-

ways known there is much

to be learned by looking at

the past. And that is where

museums come in.

According to a recent

presentation by Maturango

Museum Executive Direc-

tor/CEO Debbie Benson,

one reason museums exist

is to allow the public to

experience their local cul-

ture in a meaningful and

personal way. They also

preserve and identify items

of importance for the com-

munity.

According to its mission

statement, the Maturango

Museum aims “to preserve,

interpret, and develop an

appreciation for the natu-

ral and cultural history of

the Northern Mojave

Desert through research

and education in the natu-

ral and physical sciences

and to promote the arts.”

The museum offers a

bunch of programs, includ-

ing lectures on archaeolo-

gy, natural history and top-

ics of local interest; con-

certs; art exhibits; histori-

cal and archaeological cu-

ration, research library and

research; publications in

archaeology, rock art, and

topics of local interest; the

Sand Canyon Environmen-

tal Education Program

(SEEP); the Gladys Mer-

rick garden; planetarium

and solar events with

members of the China Lake

Astronomical Society; an

annual wildflower show

and other special events.

The museum may be

best known for its Coso

Petroglyph Tours, conduct-

ed in the spring and fall.

Tours visit Lower Rene-

gade Canyon/ “Little Petro-

glyph Canyon” in the

Cosos/Navy land. Tours are

led by volunteers trained by

the museum and the Navy.

The museum conducted 32

regular tours during the

2016 season with 546 par-

ticipants, 140 of which took

part during the annual Pet-

roglyph Festival.

The museum also con-

ducts tours involving geol-

ogy, art and local points

of interest. 

The museum building it-

BY JESSICA WESTON

City Editor

jweston@ridgecrestca.com

SEE MATURANGO, A5

SAVE SAVE 
WATERWATER
SAVE 
WATER

BE 
COOL

For water saving materials, 
visit us at:

500 W. Ridgecrest Blvd, 
Ridgecrest, CA

or contact us at 760-375-5086

CITY 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016* 2017* % change
2016-17

Lancaster $ 1,558,359,000 $ 1,603,048,500 $ 1,621,577,900 $ 1,648,958,000 $ 1,727,009,200 $1,779,679,500 3.0%
Palmdale $ 1,421,475,800 $ 1,437,113,700 $ 1,508,768,200 $ 1,574,385,800 $ 1,606,795,600 $1,650,196,400 2.7%
Ridgecrest $ 245,000,000 $ 254,000,000 $ 260,000,000 $ 260,000,000 $ 260,000,000 $283,000,000 9.0%
Tehachapi $ 235,531,000 $ 250,853,000 $ 282,729,000 $ 237,615,000 $ 232,944,300 $240,584,100 3.0%
California City $ 29,788,966 $ 36,345,143 $ 32,748,969 $ 32,342,939 $ 32,423,100 $34,418,222 5.8%
Total $ 3,490,154,766 $ 3,581,360,343 $ 3,705,824,069 $ 3,753,301,739 $ 3,859,172,200 $3,987,878,222
% of increase/Decrease 6.08% 2.61% 3.48% 1.28% 2.82%
* Last 4 quarters reported

RETAIL SALES BY CITY

UNITS SOLD AVG. PRICE PER SQ. FT. AVERAGE SALES PRICE
AREA 2016 2017 % CHANGE 2016 2017 % CHANGE 2016 2017 % CHANGE
Cal City, Mojave 361 436 21% $66 $76 16% $104,820 $120,727 15%
Ridgecrest 609 670 10% $107 $110 3% $181,167 $181,754 0%
Rosamond Area 316 387 22% $122 $141 15% $202,163 $231,607 15%
Tehachapi Area 729 781 7% $140 $150 7% $246,480 $271,098 10%
Antelope Acres 80 84 5% $135 $155 15% $264,734 $272,327 3%
Lake Los Angeles 214 226 6% $110 $127 16% $144,358 $172,737 20%
East Lancaster 958 976 2% $122 $143 17% $206,164 $230,894 12%
West Lancaster 1,494 1,645 10% $139 $158 14% $254,984 $283,905 11%
West Palmdale 1,015 963 -5% $152 $169 11% $333,806 $356,487 7%
East Palmdale 1,452 1,468 1% $141 $161 15% $230,888 $256,962 11%
Littlerock 197 243 23% $147 $162 10% $212,714 $254,104 19%
Leona Valley 60 75 25% $185 $208 12% $308,298 $340,367 10%
ALL AREAS 7,485 7,954 6% $131 $147 12% $224,215 $247,747 10%

HOME SALES BY CITY

Demographic data provided by Greater Antelope Valley Economic Alliance



BAKERSFIELD
900 MOHAWK STREET, SUITE 120
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93309
661.635.0335

RIDGECREST
509 WEST WARD STREET, SUITE A
RIDGECREST, CALIFORNIA 93555
760.446.3525

For more information call Alicia Staples &
Chelsea Kesse Office 760-446-3525 or fax 760-446-2090

-Required for Consideration:
• Submit a completed application
• Clean background
• Forklift Certified
• Additional requirements may apply
based on the client’s requirements of the
job assignment.

Positions Available TODAY
CALL 760-446-3525

NOW HIRING!
NOW HIRING FOR THE FOLLOWING:
Production/Manufacturing

• Forklift operators
• Process operators
• Machine Operators
• Warehouse

Positions Available Today in

Ridgecrest, Olancha and Trona



Paid for by Shannon Grove for Senate 2018
P.O. Box 10330, Bakersfield, CA 93389; FPPC ID: 1374834 661-817-3243

Thank You
for presenting the 31st Annual IWV Economic

Outlook Conference and Business Expo

FAMILY Faith Community
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