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CONSTRUCTION

Lic# 885719

Locally Owned & Operated
For Over 20 Years

(760) 812-0021

Patio Govers

DISCOMER THE NEXT
EVOLUHNON IN
ENTERTAINMENT

The Walking Dead on AMC®
M

MAKE YOUR TV MOBILE APPS ON THE BIG SCREEN

Use the TiVo® app to watch Easily access your favorite
recorded shows on the go apps right on your TV

;Sunrooms

Schedule a recording anywhere

Pair your mobile device with your TV

Record 5 shows while watching a 6™ Experience the convenience

Over 200 TV & music channels with FREE HD of caller ID on your TV

THE FASTEST IN-HOME Wi-Fi

A system built for multi-streaming

Download speeds up to a powerful 150 Mbps®
Connect all your devices at the same time

Watch live TV on any device in your home

ORDER TODAY!

844-XTREAMS

MEDIACOMCABLE.COM/XTREAM

*Not available in all areas. Upload and download speeds may vary.
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Introducing the DI's 2018
Home and Leisure Show

The Daily Independ-
ent presents its 2018
Home and Leisure Show
on March 3 and 4 at the
Desert Empire Fair-
grounds and Events Cen-
ter, 520 S. Richmond
Road in Ridgecrest.

The show features
more than 49 vendors
from businesses and in-
dividuals from through-
out the Indian Wells Val-
ley and surrounding ar-
eas.

The event is co-spon-
sored by the Daily Inde-
pendent, So-Cal Solar,
Bernie’s Landscaping,

Bobby Wayne’s RV and
Qlite 92.7 FM.

Vendors with displays
will include construction
and home improvement
companies, interior de-
sign businesses, home
furnishing providers, so-
lar, pest control and
those selling doors and
windows, insulation,
flooring, heating and air-
conditioning, landscap-
ing and home decor as
well as television, phone,
internet and utility
providers.

The event includes
Crafter's Corner, which

features small home-
based businesses and
craft booths.

The current list of ven-
dors scheduled to attend
include: Bernie’s Land-
scaping, Bobby Wayne’s
RV, So-Cal Solar, Qlite
92.7 FM, Sierra Fence,
Ridgecrest Animal Shel-
ter, Taste of Towns’, Ash-
ley Furniture Store,
Desert Valleys Federal
Credit Union, Sharper
Edge Hawaii, Kevin
Chambers Farmers In-
surance, Pacific Gas and
Electric Company, Pacif-
ic Tile and Granite, the

For all your Picture Framing Needs
FRAMING * MATTING « ENGRAVING

Visit My Booth
At The
2018 Home Show

Eastern Siera
Custom Picture Framing

231 W Ridgecrest Blvd., Ridgecrest, CA 93555
260.384.2030 - easternsierracpf@frontier.com

Historical Society of the
Upper Mojave Desert,
Gentry Air Conditioning
Inc., All American Win-
dows, Mediacom,
Michael’s Certified Air,
Ridgecrest Chamber of
Commerce, Lapham
Construction, Schroed-
er's Kettle Corn, Waste
Management, P&K Pho-
tobooth Moments, Kern
Valley Search and Res-
cue, Indian Wells Valley
Water District,
Mouseprints, Eastern
Sierra Custom Picture
Framing, Lifetime Exte-

riors, Dewey Pest Control
Company, Gary Charlon
State Farm Insurance,
Susan Neves Fine Art
Photography, AltaOne
Federal Credit Union,
Snow  Orthodontics,
Lynette Wilson Gifts, the
China Lake Museum
Foundation, Indian Wells
Valley TV Booster, High
Desert Home Center
True Value, LulaRoe —
Taylar Bridgeman, Scen-
tys’s Mandy’s Hunsaker
of Mandy’s Scents and
Jewels, Custom Spas Di-
rect, Tutus Catering, It

Works — Elizabeth Lay-
den, Jenn Cobbel Per-
fectly Posh, PDA Beef
Jerky, Kitchen Craft, Lu-
LaRoe — Sara Bender,
JW Enterprises, Cordell
Solar, Quality Home
Services, Bake My Day,
Coldwell Best Realty, Yel-
ton’s Flooring and Oak
Valley Appliance.

The Home and Leisure
Show will go from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. on Satur-
day, March 3 and 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m. on Sunday,
March 4.

Customers browse at a vendor’s booth during the 2017 Home and Leisure

Show.
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We Appreciate Our Ridgecrest
Customers
Ridgecrest Special

With all Units You Get A $300
Gas Card with Purchase

New, Used Bank Repo's and
Consignments Arriving

COME SEE US
AT THE 2018 RIDGECREST
HOME & LEISURE SHOW

SATURDAY & SUNDAY
MARCH 3 - 4, 2018

BOBBYWAYNESRV.COM



@  Residential Energy Effciency loan @

The Residential Energy Efficiency Loan (REEL) Assistance Program
provides atfractive financing options o help residential customers complete
energy efficiency projects. Desert Valleys FCU is a participating lender.

10% of the loan must be used on an Efficiency project. 30% of the loan ¢an

be used to fund home improvements like landscaping, painting, ete.
Special Financing Terms as low as 4.50%

Unsecired Financing No Lien Required
*, Examples o Projects HighleforREEL Financing /2>

_ s Windows  Cool Roofs
.« Insulation  » HVAC Systems
o LED Lighting » Water Heaters

T WAS BLETO UPGRADE Y WENDONS, WATERBEATER SAM CO0LERAND A
(@ L MY muuluww AR LD TRNER AN OF @
THEWOLRT =L AT TEME KOME v

DESERT-VALLEYS |

EEOERAT CREDITUNION.
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VISIT OUR BOOTH
AT THE

2018 HOME SHOW

e Sales

e Service

* Maintenance
* Repairs

* Much More

o recinancing §

MICHAEL'S CERTIFIED AIR, INC.

Commercial & Residential

760-608-7957
1037 W. Graaf, Ridgecrest

CA. LIC# 969915

BONDED/INSURED

INDIAN WELLS VALLEY
WATER DISTRICT
Watering Restrictions

per Ordinance 10(

/

Days Hours Months

Even Addresses |Tue, Thu, Sat

8 pm - 8 am | April 1 - Oct 31

Odd Addresses |Wed, Fri, Sun

Even Addresses |Tue, Thu, Sat

Anytime | Nov1-Feb28

0dd Addresses |Wed, Fri, Sun

In March, transition from the anytime
ALL Addresses hours schedule to the 8pm to 8am
schedule above

ALL Addresses No watering on Mondays

ALL Addresses Excessive water runoff onto pavement is prohibited

ALL Addresses | No watering within 48 hours of rainfall

DON'T FORGET
TO KEEP YOUR TREES
WATERED!!!

' Questions?
“Call Or Visit
(760) 375-5086
www.iwvwd.com

Tl
_'

Milgard r |
me |

$89

. Window Special
TRADE IN

VISIT OUR

BOOTH AT THE
2018 HOME SHOW

Y GREEN
FINANCING

4 CaliforniaFIRST"

‘ EFFICIENCY FINANCING

Patio Covers Sun Rooms

| LlfeTlme Wlndows

LOCALLY OWNED FOR OVER 25 YEARS

Installed with No Stucco
or Drywall Damage!

Energy Efficient Windows & Doors
Roofing & Patios

vsa 800-935-8685 @

DEAL FACTORY DIRECT WITH OWNER
FINANCING AVAILABLE!

Visit our showroom Lifetime Exteriors Lic#718263

5880 District Blvd. Suite 12, Bakersfield
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Bobby Waynes RV. Helplng you get on the road |n style

Bobby Waynes RV is part of a three
company family of RV dealerships owned
by the same people for 20 years. We are
aveteran owned company and have been
very proud to sponsor many events, par-
ticularly the Wounded Warriors.

Bobby Waynes carries 17 different
brands including: Class A motorhomes,
Class C motorhomes, Travel trailers, 5th
wheels, tent trailers, mini trailers, A-
frames and toy haulers including the
new Weekend Warrior. Whatever RV
you want there is a good chance we have
it.

You may visit our dealerships at:

» Bobbywaynesrv.com located in Lan-
caster

« I15rv.com located in Hesperia

» Beaumontrvs.com located in Beau-
mont

e Bluestarrvs.com located in Yucca
Valley

With sales comes service. Our new fa-
cility is called Bobby Waynes West Coast
Service Center. In addition to parts, ac-

cessories, extended warranty and facto-
ry warranty repairs, we are most proud of
our state of the art RV collision center and
paint booth. We welcome insurance re-
pairs or customer pay. Come to see us
soon. We want to take care of you!

Be sure to visit Bobby Wayne's RV at the
Home and Leisure Show, presented by the
Daily Independent at the Desert Em-
pire Fairgrounds and Event Center, 520
S. Richmond Road, in Ridgecrest March
3 and March 4.+

People perusue the selection of Bobby Wayne RVs on display at the 2017 Daily Independent Home and Leisure Show.

ATTENTION INDIAN
WELLS VALLEY
RESIDENTS

Dewey Pest Control
welcomes you to

the 2018 HOmMme &
Leisure Show

SPECIAL
HOME SHow OFFER'

The Name You Have Trusted
Year After Year

PEST CONTROL

Environmental Security Since 1929.
Call us today!

1-760-375-2669

@lﬁtchen Craft,

THE ORIGINAL WATERLESS COOKWARE

Kitchen Craft presents the

COOK FOR LIFE
COOKING SHOW!

Sample items from a full-course
meal prepared in just
15 MINUTES!
New show every hour!

Lower Blood Pressure!
Reduce Cholesterol!
Lose Weight!

~

( Our skilled chefs perform a FREE, 30-minute
show that teaches you how to reduce cholesterol,
fat and cooking time while increasing nutrition
and having fun in the kitchen!

This exclusive cooking show will keep you
entertained while educating you on the
benefits of preparing healthy meals for your
family. Mention this ad at our show and
receive a FREE GIFT!
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7/ CONE SEE US AT THE 2018 HOME & LEISURE SHOW
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Call For A Free Consultati
» Yard Maintenence Weekly/Bi-Weekly
+ Xeriscaping

» Drip System Install And Repair

» Lawn Removal

» Sod Installation

» Synthetic Turf

» General Yard Clean-Up And Trash
Hauled Away

» Now Installing Pavers & Flag Stone

PROUD SPONSOR

The.

(I3 & LEISURE
SHOW

AMEERI!’AN
EXPRESS Cards
® %




Bernie’s Landscaping

Bernie’s Landscaping specializes in designing outdoor
living spaces that are efficient and low-maintenance to
help customers better manage and regulate their wa-
ter usage. Bernie Mondragon, the owner of Bernie’s
Landscaping, is leaving behind traditional greenery in
favor of more modern and environmentally responsi-
ble designs.

As a new customer of Bernie’s Landscaping, Bernie
and his team will coordinate with you to discuss your
vision for your new yard, and ways to effectively
xeriscape and maintain the space. Bernie’s Landscap-
ing enjoys helping homeowners with all phases of
landscape design. If you don’t quite know what you
want, their wide range of experience can offer sugges- |s
tions that are both aesthetically pleasing and function- |
al.

Popular options include decorative rocks which also
act as a barrier to prevent weed growth, or synthetic turf
to replace a traditional lawn.

Synthetic turf can be neatly shaped and bordered by
uniform bricks, or colorful desert gravel and offers a host
of benefits that homeowners can enjoy for many years.
Often native plants along with rock arrangements are
incorporated into the design to reduce or eliminate the
need for water while adding color and depth to the
xeriscape design.

March 3-4, 2018 www.ridgecrestca.com m

While last year was one of California's wettest on
record, the current snowpack is just 27% of the aver-
age. Diligent stewardship of our water remains critical.
The demand for water will continue to grow in Califor-
nia, therefore, water conservation must be a way of life.
Through careful management of irrigation schedules,
homeowners can greatly reduce the amount of water
that their landscape uses. Bernie’s Landscaping offers
a yard maintenance service to make these changes ef-
fortless for their clients. The benefits of having a licensed
contractor maintain your yard are immediate and
save water, time, and money. Bernie’s Landscaping can
help maintain irrigation systems and suggest preven-
tive repairs to avoid costly water leaks. They also pro- |
vide guidance on how to program irrigation timers based
on yard design, weather, and time of year. Their expert-
ise in lawn maintenance can help a yard survive our
harsh heat and limited watering schedule by maintain-
ing higher mowing heights and mowing after irrigation
days.

A common misconception is that once a yard has been
xeriscaped it requires no maintenance. The amount of | .
maintenance that your yard will require depends on the
design of your xeriscape. Bernie’s Landscaping can cre-
ate designs with smaller turf areas and plants adapted
to Ridgecrest’s unique climate. When a homeowner opts
for a xeriscape design they will enjoy a yard with few-
er problems, such as disease and pests, and benefit from
lower demands for water and fertilizer. While every yard
will require some watering, pest control, feeding, and
weeding, a yard planted with drought-tolerant plants
will have lower maintenance needs.

Bernie’s Landscaping has been in business for eleven
years and has evolved from a yard maintenance compa-
ny to a full service residential and commercial landscape
design and construction company. Bernie will have a booth
at the Annual Home and Leisure Show at the Desert Em-
pire Fairgrounds on March 3rd and 4th. Homeowners are
encouraged to stop by and share their ideas for a new yard.
Bernie’s Landscaping has a wide range of experience from
synthetic turf to stamped concrete and pavers; they are
ready to make the design process easy and enjoyable.

STOP BY OUR BOOTH AT
THE 2018 HOME SHOW

760-446-2233 «1101

Norma, R
WWW.DRSNOW.COM
SEUTITUl SMIIES

ORTHODONTIC

EXAMINATION &

CONSULTATION
WITH THIS AD

(A $250 Value) Expires 3-20-18

BRACES OR INVISALIGN®

Offer valid with coupon only. Offer
s 3 5 0 applies to new patients only. One

coupon per family. Not to be used
as payment of combined with any
other offer or coupon. Restrictions
may apply. Please call for details.

INVISALIGN

TOP 1%

PROVIDER

Expires 3-20-18
0% IN-HOUSE FINANCING
PLANS AVAILABLE
No Credit Check

< invisalign

PHOTO COURTESY OF BERNIE'S LANDSCAPING
An example of a retaining wall and landscaping
done by Bernie’s Landscaping.

PHOTO COURTESY OF BERNIE'S LANDSCAPING

PHOTO COURTESY OF BERNIE'S LANDSCAPING
An example of lawn design done by Bernie’s Land-
scaping.
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BOOTH AT THE
2018 HOME SHOW

‘ﬁkciﬁu’mé Nl

Remo lE Is's Iﬁfw_ﬂh_iiﬂ

NO MORE ELECTRIC B\LLS

T cornell
| '#1Solar Compa

||| m.
We ¢ tiﬁ

Ennllas @- verte
tnegitln m( resciluls

come hy our office at 643 N. China Lake Blvd.
Suite A. for a consultation on energy efficient
products, roofing, solar appliances, A/C units,
retrofit windows and all your construction neells
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VISIT OUR BOOTH
AT THE
2018 HOME AND
LEISURE SHOW

FOR ALL OF YOUR HEATING
& COOLING NEEDS

0 Eva‘)orative * Wood & Pellet
Goolers Stoves

* Air Duct Cleaning o Ajr Conditioning
o Mini Split Systems & Heating

o Gommercial o All Makes &

Refrigeraton Models

» SheetMetal o Prompt Service
GENTRY

i:? Aergt‘l

€ e fGup  @YORK

AIR CONDITIONING,
760-446-6000

1610 N. Inyo - Rldgecrest FAX 760-446-0907
e Available

INC.

Emergency Ser

Lic#680890

SEE YOU AT THE HOME SHOW

Kevin
Chamber
Insurance

Agency, Inc

Auto + Home + Life » Commercial
Recreational + Umbrella

£

FARMERS

INSURANCE

1281 N. Norma St. Ste. A
Ridgecrest, CA 93555
760-446-4560
Fax: 760-446-2252
kchambers @farmersagent.com
CA Llc. 0L99511

Family Owned & Operated Since 1979

Factory Trained

& Factory Authorized
REPAIR for

Visit our hooth at the 2018
Home and Leisure Show

AK

ALLEY

==
APPLIANCE

Lic.#A43054

118 East F. Street, Tehachapi, CA 93561
661-822-6562

www.oakvalleyappliance.com
service @oakvalleyappliance.com

Adjust Your
,omfort

Stop By Our BooTH AT
THE 2018 HoME AND
LEISURE SHOW To CHECK
OuTt OuR SELECTION OF
ADJUSTABLE BEDS

NAshley

HOMESTORE
This is Home
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So-Cal Solar: Innovative solar in-

stall service in the High Desert See Your Home in a

Whole New Light

So-Cal Solar is a co-sponsor of the
2018 Home and Leisure Show.

So-Cal Solar Inc. is one of the industry's
most innovative full-service solar install
companies that has been servicing the
High Desert and Kern County communi-
ties for over 16 years.

Having helped many Ridgecrest fam-
ilies, we pride ourselves in being there for
our clients from the consultation stage
through installation and beyond. As a full-
service company, we will help you secure
financing for your solar system, profes-
sionally install your system, and complete
all of your utility paperwork.

As a purchase only company, we part-
ner with many different lenders and
work with a variety of solar products to
meet everyone's needs and ensure full sat-
isfaction in your purchase. We have mas-
tered the solar industry and are certain
that your experience with us will be both
enjoyable and stress-free.

So-Cal Solar specializes in providing so-
lar electric systems to residential and
commercial customers. So-Cal Solar is
one of California’s top leaders in resolv-
ing the world’s energy crisis. So-Cal So-
lar provides customers with a full-serv-
ice solution from first assessing the cus-

SO-CAL SOLAR INC.

HELFING ¥YOU AND THE ENVIROMMENT

661.266.8600

tomer’s energy usage, then educating a
customer about their past, present and fu-
ture energy needs, and finally creating a
custom design solar home electric system
ready for installation.

So-Cal Solar is based in Lancaster.
For more information, visit the company
at http://www.socalsolarinc.com or call
877-852-6301 or 661-266-8600.

Be sure to visit So-Cal Solar at the
Home and Leisure Show, presented by
the Daily Independent at the Desert
Empire Fairgrounds and Event Center,
520 S. Richmond Road.

- Visit'our booth at the 2018
Home & Leisure Show!

Ask us about shower
enclosures and doors!

You'll love the look and convenience of our quality custom-made
windows, and the savings you'll see on energy costs!

WS 760-446-9000
aeaverican (661-823-4749
NOW OFFERING

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS

W elitEng

AL*ENAW HAABIE @)
IDNSFES alﬂw‘rrm

Place recycling bins at

each work station and
near printers

Mulch all grass clippings
and chip tree trimming

Donate any excess food
products and divert all
food waste

If your Ridgecrest business or multifamily complex generates at
least four cubic yards of waste per week or at least four cubic
yards or more of organic waste, state laws AB 341 and AB
1826 require that you have a recycling program in place. Waste
Management can help you set up or enhance your recycling
program at no additional cost.

For more information or to schedule a FREE site
evaluation, visit business.wm.com/ridgecrest or
contact 760-463-6024.

1. Recycle all empty bottles, cans, paper and cardboard.
2. Keep foods and liquids out of your recycle bin.
3. Recycle plastic bags at participating retailers, not at home.

Learn more helpful tips to green your home or business
at

WASTE MANAGEMENT

s A

. o
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Look no further for a
mortgage lender.

AltaOne wants to.help on your
home dream journey.

The reality of home ownership is closer than you think.
One-story? Two-story? You have so many decisions
to make about the house you want. Have peace of mind
with an AltaOne mortgage. The process is easy and
stress-free so you can focus on what is important —
finding your perfect dream home.

a( o[
a(U
0, and 30 A PO
0d O
U - U
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
CORPORATE CHINA LAKE CALL or LIVE CHAT
701 S. China Lake Blvd. 1115 King Ave. (760) 371-7000
(760) 371-7000 M-F 9-2, Drive-up M-F 7-3 M-F 7-7, Sa 9-2
M-F 9-5, Sa 9-4 Closed flex Friday AltaOne.org
LENDER I’i [l u in|
inancing available for qualified members. Call an Alta represe e for terms.

Visit Our Booth At
The Home Show

Let us take care of your flooring and
countertop needs.

PACIFIC TILE AND GRANITE

760-446-9000

531 W. Inyokern Rd. Rldgecrest CA 93555

* We are a local, family-owned business ser
» SunPower® Master Dealer offering 25-year Complete Confidence

$22/month
AvelragelelectrichilllvithiSunRower®RiSolal
|

— “'-!’.vh‘! '5;.i' i -.- - -
5| - ]
)

L

Switch o\

4 Solar fior

S0 DOWNY,

ving the valley since 1985.

SUNPOWER

by Quality Home Services

aaaaaa
ize in residential and small commercial solar installation.
» We offer a wide range of financing o pt

f;ﬁ SunPower by Quality Home Ser
I pro dtpt wthS nPowe ®th

T "“' J’.rhn‘ -ﬂ-r p1 worlds and sustainable
ergy c mp yp d ngcu tm
)SUNP WER : M wththehighestefficiencysolarpanels

' |

RIDGECREST'S#1 Real Estate Office!
710 N. China Lake Blvd.

760-375-3855

View all listings on
B EST REALTY  www.RidgecrestColdwellBanker.com

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

Open 7 Days A Week oxsm
Mon - Fri 8am - 6pm « Sat 9am - 5pm « Sun By Appt.

Visit Our Booth
at the 2018
Home Show

COLDWELL

BANKER O

Giveaways
Every Hour Throughout
The Weekend!

Agents On Site To
Answer All Your
Home Buying &

Selling Questions

-\

I,
|F||_|||

For All Your
Flooring Needs

Visit
Our Booth
At The

2018 Home
Show

* Hybrid Laminate
o Luxury Vinyl Planks
o GCarpet

elton’
FILOORING

661-341-0570 - YeltonsFlooring.com
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Curb appeal: Improving it adds the most resale value to a home

BY JIM WEIKER
More Content Now

Americans are expected
to spend a record $340
billion on remodeling this
year.

Oh, but where to spend
all that money?

If you're planning to live
in your home for decades
to come, spend it where
you'll enjoy it. But if you're
thinking of selling, there's
a different answer.

Homeowners are most
likely to get their money
back on very visible, rela-
tively inexpensive im-
provements, according to
two recent studies that
seek to measure return on
investment for home proj-
ects.

One of the reports,
called the Cost Vs. Value
study, concluded that
adding a new steel front
door and a new garage
door may actually add
more in sales price than
what they cost. Adding
stone veneer to an exteri-
or comes close, returning
an estimated 97 percent of
its cost.

"'Curb appeal' proj-
ects&#xad;  &#8212;
changes to doors, windows
and siding &#8212; by
and large generated high-
er returns on investment

than work done inside the
home," the report stated.
"Meanwhile, projects that
called for replacing some-
thing, like a door or win-
dow, scored higher among
real estate pros than did
remodels."

Similar conclusions
were reached by the other
report, published by the
National Association of
Realtors and the National
Association of the Remod-
eling Industry. The study,
called the Remodeling Im-
pact Report, found that
homeowners get the most
bang for their buck with
new roofs, new wood
floors, refinished wood
floors and (again) a new
garage door.

Both studies compare
builders' estimated costs of
projects to real-estate
agents' estimates on how
much the projects would
add to the price of a house.

While spending money
on more routine improve-
ments yields the best re-
turns, lavish discretionary
projects don't fare as well.

The lowest return on
investment come from a
new patio and an "up-
scale" bathroom or master
suite addition, according
to the Cost Vs. Value Re-
port. The Realtors' report
came up with a similar

Homeowners are most likely to get their money back on very visible, relatively
inexpensive improvements, according to two recent studies that seek to meas-
ure return on investment for home projects.

lineup: A new master
suite, a new bathroom and
a remodeled bathroom
yielded the lowest returns.

In fact, as the Realtors'
study finds, agents almost
never recommend big
home-improvement proj-
ects. Only 2 percent of
agents, for example, rec-
ommended finishing an
attic or basement before
selling a house, according
to the report.

Instead, agents say
homeowners are better off

showing the house they
have in its best light in-
stead of trying to make it
a new house.

"The thing that gets the
most bang for your buck is
to declutter everything,"
said Jill Rudler, a Keller
Williams Excel agent in
Westerville.

"Take 50 percent of
what you have and remove
it. The second thing is to
paint. It's inexpensive and
will give a nice clean, fresh
look to the weariest of

houses. And replace any
worn floor covering. The
last you do is a deep clean-
ing."

If a piece of the house is
broken or so dated that it's
a clear distraction, home-
owners might also con-
sider replacing that.

In fact, the most com-
mon reason homeowners
replace a garage door is
because it doesn't work
anymore, not to add to
the sales price, said Amber
Cramer, who owns Central

Ohio Garage Doors with
her husband.

"People who are selling
the home may replace it,
but if they put in a new
door, it may not be a nice
door, but just a simple one
that works," she said. "If
they're planning on stay-
ing, they're more likely to
install an upscale door."

Homeowners who don't
care about return on in-
vestment can enjoy re-
modeling simply to make
their home more livable
and pleasant. The Realtors
study found that 75 per-
cent of homeowners said
they wanted to spend
more time in their home
after remodeling.

When asked to rate the
"joy" remodeling projects
gave them on a scale of 1to
10, homeowners gave the
20 projects an average
score of 9.6.

"Realtors understand
which remodeling proj-
ects and home upgrades
will bring the most value
to homeowners," said
William E. Brown, the
2017 president of the Na-
tional Association of Real-
tors. "Realtors also under-
stand that many of these
projects are undertaken
solely to get more enjoy-
ment from spending time
at home."

Leaking window causes and repairs

BY LAURA FIRSZT
More Content Now

When’s the best time to
spot a leaking window? In
the middle of a rainstorm, of
course. When’s the worst
time to fix a leaking win-
dow? Ditto. Don’t panic,
though. Get out your phone
and take a picture of the
mess instead. That way, if
you need to call a pro to take
of your problem, you'll have
clear evidence as to the loca-
tion and severity of the leak.
And, as an informed con-
sumer, do your homework
by checking out these leak-
ing window causes and
cures.

1. Inspect the weep holes.

Weep holes are openings
built into the bottom of your
metal or vinyl window
frames, which are designed
to drain off precipitation
that collects in the window
tracks. If your window is
leaking because these holes
have clogged up, breathe a
sigh of relief. Clearing
clogged weep holes is the
simplest, lowest-cost fix for
window leaks. Remove fall-
en leaves, twigs, insect
corpses and other objects
that may be blocking these
openings. Then clean the
holes out with a cotton swab
or bit of wire (the slow way)
or a spritz of compressed air
(the shortcut). Clear weep
holes are able do their job

properly and won't let the
tracks overflow in heavy
rain.

2. Look at your window
seal. The glass of your win-
dow should be solidly sealed
to a rubber or vinyl gasket
within the frame. If the
pane has loosened over the
years, renew the seal, using
transparent silicone caulk.

3. Check your window
frame. If the frame is the
cause of your leaking win-
dow, there are several pos-
sible repair scenarios, as
follows:

— Best-case scenario:
You'll find a gap in the caulk
sealing the frame to the ex-
terior wall, which is letting
in drafts and possibly water
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as well. Apply some new,
good-quality caulk for an
easy and inexpensive re-
pair. (TIPS: For proper ad-
hesion, be sure to thorough-
ly remove any old flaking
caulk and clean the window
frame before you start. And
take care you seal the top of
the window — where pre-
cipitation can puddle — as
well as the bottom and
sides.)

— Not-so-bad-case sce-
nario: It could be that the
existing weatherstripping
has worn out. Take down
the operable part of the
window (the portion that
slides horizontally or verti-
cally when you open it) first.
Then remove the old weath-
erstripping, along with any
traces of leftover adhesive,
and replace it with a new

peel-and-stick  version
(available at most hardware
and home stores).

— Worst-case scenario:
You may discover that your
wooden window frames
have rotted and you will
need to hire a pro to replace
them. Or you might find
that the frames were incor-
rectly installed in the first
place; actually not such a
bad scenario if they are still
under warranty and if the
original installer is still in
business and if he’s pre-
pared to honor the warran-

ty.

4. Consider other possible
sources of leakage. Some-
times, water that appears to
be the result of a leaking
window is really coming
from another source alto-
gether. Make sure that the

source of the leak is not ac-
tually your home’s roof; ex-
terior walls, or upstairs bath-
room.

5. Minimize water dam-
age. If heavy rain makes
window repair impossible
for the time being (or if
you're waiting for a pro to ar-
rive and fix the problem),
meanwhile you can at least
minimize water damage,
which, unchecked, may lead
to mold and rot. Place a
rolled up towel or large rag
in the area of the leak — to
absorb that darn water —
and change it regularly for a
dry one. If at all possible,
move carpeting, furniture,
and other vulnerable posses-
sions away from the window
area.

— Laura Firszt writes for
networx.com.
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