
401 Cisco
www.themichaelsorg.com

1-760-375-3421

2 & 3 bedroom, washer/dryer hook-ups.
Carports, landscaped, 24 hour a day

maintenance on call. Water & trash paid.

HUD PROGRAM AVAILABLE/SECTION 8 WELCOME
THIS INSTITUTION IS AN EQUAL

OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER AND EMPLOYER

Now Accepting Applications on Affordable Housing

TDD/TTY PHONE # (800) 735-2929

TTHEHE RRIDGEIDGE

*Restrictions Apply See Manager For Details

1-760-375-4327
Hearing Aid Center

801N.Downs, Suite H, Ridgecrest

Open Tuesday & Wednesday

FREE HEARING TEST
We accept most insurance including

Federal Blue Cross and GEHA

NAKED WINDOWS??
Get Them Dressed Up!

(760) 446-2299 or (760) 608-9705  • 1522 N. Inyo
Pins & Pins & NeedlesNeedles

Wishing Our
Community
A Happy &

Safe 4th
of July

Ridgecrest
1601 Triangle Dr. • (760) 446-2320

Ridgecrest
1601 Triangle Dr. • (760) 446-PIZA

HARDWARE • PLUMBING • ELECTRICAL

We join with all  Americans in a 
Proud Salute to 

America’s Heroes

Mon-Fri 7-6, Sat & Sun 8-5

(760) 379-4631
4700 Lake Isabella Bl. • Lake Isabella

Come visit
our drive-thru

warehouse!

We’re
celebrating our

53rd year in business.
Serving you since

1964

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED FOR 62 YEARS

Ridgecrest
Moving &
Storage
1-760-375-4133

880 S. Gateway Blvd, Ridgecrest, CA

Have a Safe and
Happy 4th of July

SSeeaarrlleess  VVaalllleeyy
MMiinneerraallss
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cues or personal fireworks.
Be prepared to have coolers
checked at the entry gate.

According to Ridgecrest
Lions Club’s Steven Mor-
gan, this year marks the
23rd year that Lions has
sponsored the event.
Fundraising for the event
takes place throughout the
year. The Lions currently
have donation boxes at var-
ious locations around town,
including at the counters of
McDonalds and Wiener-
schnitzel.

In addition, various or-
ganizations have con-
tributed to the event. Or-
ganizations and businesses
including Warren’s Auto-
motive, American Custom
Lifts  BevRidge, Gary Char-
lon State Farm Insurance,
Mission Bank, Coldwell
Banker, Ridgecrest Region-
al Hospital, Searles Valley
Minerals, IWV Optimists,
McDonald’s and the Amer-
ican Legion Riders have all
made contributions.

Desert Valleys Federal
Credit Union is wrapping
up its participation in the
annual Superstars Chal-
lenge donation drive. Ac-
cording to Desert Valleys

CEO Eric Bruen, credit
union members donated
more than  $2,200 this
year. Desert Valleys will
provide an additional
$1,000 match.

“We’ve run the Super
Stars program for the last
five or six years,” Bruen said.
“Members have been mak-
ing contributions over this
last month to go toward
the fireworks show. We be-
lieve in the spirit of the
Fourth of July and what it
means for the community of
and I’m proud of my staff
for raising funds and I give
them kudos.”

The Lions annual bingo
fundraising event, held in

May, raised approximately
$4,000, which was $6,000
short of the $10,000 goal.

This year’s show costs ap-
proximately $22,000, plus
the cost of a fire marshal
and other fees, for a total of
$25,000.

In a June news release,
Lions Club Treasurer and
fireworks coordinator Mic-
ah Lewis provided a simple
example. 

“If everyone in Ridge-
crest donated $0.75, we as
a community would be able
to have a Fireworks show
every year without funding
issues!” according to Lewis
in the press release.

FIREWORKS
Continued from A1

specials for members. “With
interest rates finally on the
rise, we have a special offer
this month only” said Bruen.

Over the past ten years,
Desert Valleys has con-
tributed more than
$200,000 to local communi-
ty organizations in addition
to facilitate numerous com-
munity programs through
our Community Resource
Center. “We are proud to be
a part of this community
and invite everyone to come
in and celebrate with us dur-

ing the month.” said Bruen. 
Membership in Desert

Valleys requires only a $5.00
opening deposit and is open
to anyone who works or lives
in Ridgecrest.  Desert Valleys
is a not-for-profit financial
cooperative committed to
serving the Ridgecrest and
Trona communities. For
more information about
Desert Valleys events, visit
www.desertvalleys.org , Fol-
low us on Facebook, or email
us at info@desertvalleys.org.

DESERT VALLEYS
Continued from A1

Community donates for Lions Club fireworks show

American Custom Lifts, A local company with worldwide distribution makes a generous
donation to the community Fireworks show.  Pictured left to right are Jason Tharp
(owner), Shannon Tharp, Kristi Staheli, Stefanie Freund, Billy Freund, Malia Davies and
BK Armstrong.  The kids in the picture are Karson Freund, and Makynna Freund.
American Custom Lifts invites the whole Ridgecrest community to the Fairgrounds on
the 4th to enjoy the Fireworks, gates open at 6 pm.

Yusef Odeh and Toby Kent local owners of “Bev-Ridge” say you too can make a dona-
tion to the Ridgecrest Lions for the community 4th of July Fireworks Show.  Help make
it another great show, and remember why we celebrate Independence Day.  Pictured
left to right are Dulce Marquez, Yusef Odeh, Toby Kent, Laila Khadeegi, and Marisela
Hvereque.

Gary Char-
lon State
Farm do-
nates to the
Ridgecrest
Lions Club
in support
of the 4th of
July com-
munity
show.  The
“FREE” to
the commu-
nity, fire-
works show
is made
possible
through the
generosity
of busi-
nesses like
State Farm.

Mission Bank is proud to support this community and appreciates the Ridgecrest Lions
Club for their service to our community and for putting the 4th of July fireworks show
together. 



Bark Avenue
Introduction Sale With Stephanie

10% Off Any FULL
Service Grooming

4 Years Experience Certified Pet Stylist

Grooming
by Griselda

WALK-INS WELCOME!
Monday-Friday • 9:00a.m. to 12:00p.m.
206 W. Station St. #B • (760) 793-21501337 N. China Lake Blvd.                  760-446-8000

317 W. Inyokern317 W. Inyokern
1-760-1-760-4446-257546-2575

A&L TA&L TIREIRE

HaHavvee aa SSaaffee aanndd
HaHappppyy 4th4thof Julyof July

FOR ALL YOUR
AQUATIC

AND PET NEEDS

Paul and Kindi Wheeler
207 W Ridgecrest, CA 93555 OPEN WED-SAT IO-6

760-371-5741

Stop In Today To See Our
Large Selection Of Pets

LAW OFFICES OF DENNIS M. SCHUSTER

Over 34 Years of Experience

1-888-756-5776
www.schusterfamilylaw.com
123 Grande Way, Suite E, Ridgecrest, CA 93555

• Divorce

• Child Support/ Arrears

• Custody/Visitation

• Paternity

• Restraining Orders

• Guardianships

• DUI

• Domestic Violence

• Criminal Defence

FULL SERVICE LAW OFFICE

NOW SERVING
RIDGECREST

Have you been denied
Social Security benefits?
Don’t give up - Call the experts

DIANA P. WADE
Accredited Disability Advocate.

Qualified,Tested, and Working for You.

~ No Fee Unless You Win ~

760-417-2390

Happy 4th of July

1501 1/2 N. China Lake Blvd.
(760) 446-4004  -  www.cardinalplumbing.net 

Happy
4th of
July

Happy
4th of
July
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LICENSED / INSURED
#PI 21588

(760) 446-6732
808 W. Ridgecrest Blvd.

(760) 375-1003
sasstaff@ridgenet.net

www.sassadminserv.biz

Celebrating Our 30th AnniversaryCelebrating Our 30th Anniversary
Happy Independence DayHappy Independence Day

(760)375-9741
824 W. Ridgecrest Blvd.

START RIGHT. START HERE.

NAWCWD China Lake presents annual awards

Business Management Excellence Award winners, from left, Sharon Belill, Jeri Walters
and William Diaduk, are recognized by Joan Johnson, NAWCWD executive director, and
Rear Adm. Brian Corey, commander, during the 2017 Honorary Awards on June 20 at
China Lake.

Captain Kenneth A. Walden Memorial Award winners, Larry Collins, left, and Billy
Willis, celebrate with Joan Johnson, NAWCWD executive director, and Rear Adm. Brian
Corey, commander, during the 2017 Honorary Awards on June 20 at China Lake. 

Elizabeth Leung, Amber Richards and Merrie Giles receive Gwendolyn Elliot Hunt Me-
morial Awards from Joan Johnson, NAWCWD executive director, and Rear Adm. Brian
Corey, commander, during the 2017 Honorary Awards on June 20 at China Lake. 

Ryan Hunter is joined by Joan Johnson, NAWCWD executive director, and Rear Adm.
Brian Corey, commander, after receiving the Dr. Charles C. Lauritsen Memorial Award
during the 2017 Honorary Awards on June 20 at China Lake. 

Dr. L.T.E. Thompson Memorial Award winners Duane Brown, left, and Martin Minthorn
celebrate with Joan Johnson, NAWCWD executive director, and Rear Adm. Brian Corey,
commander, during the 2017 Honorary Awards on June 20 at China Lake.

Joan Johnson, NAWCWD executive director, and Rear Adm. Brian Corey, commander,
celebrate with the Logistics Excellence Award winners during the 2017 Honorary
Awards on June 20 at China Lake.



Do You Have Hazardous Waste?   . . . 
The Kern County Special Waste Facility is the Solution!

FROM YOUR BUSINESS

Transport no more than 15 gallons or 125 lbs. of             
waste per trip. (no containers over 5 gallons)

If your business generates less than
220 pounds of hazardous waste per month,  

we can dispose of your waste ! 
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

DON’T TOSS IT !   

3301 W. Bowman Rd 3301 W. Bowman Rd

10am - 1pm

 2nd Saturday 
of each month

FROM YOUR HOME

Have a
Happy and Safe

4th of July

1522 N. Inyo • Ridgecrest, CA
(760) 446-2204

Suzanne Ford, Owner
Lic. # 781251

Gary Charlon - Agent
995 N. Norma St., Ste. A

760-446-4279
(Not on China Lake Blvd.)

760-375-3100

Happy July 4th

Desert Area
Resources & 

Training

1-760-375-9787
201 E. Ridgecrest Blvd., Ridgecrest, CA

The Premier Provider of Services and Programs for
Our Community 1961 - 2016

Inyokern Airport
Look for Great Things

Happening in 2017
www.InyokernAirport.com

760-377-5844
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Community donates to Lions Club fireworks show

Arzell Hale, representing Searles Valley Minerals makes a Platinum Level $1000 dona-
tion supporting the Lions Community July 4th Fireworks display.  Searles Valley Miner-
als has been in business for 100 years, providing important ingredients for products
like window glass and detergents.

Tina Warren and Rusty Warren of Warren’s Automotive make a Gold Level $500 dona-
tion supporting the Lions Community July 4th Fireworks display. “Fireworks displays
on such a symbolic day as 4th of July is something every community should have.  It is
our pleasure to support that.” 

Director of Community Outreach Tera Moorehead and Ridgecrest Regional Hospital
CEO James Suver make a Platinum Level $1,000 donation on behalf of RRH supporting
the Lions Community July 4th Fireworks display.   “We are delighted to sponsor the
fireworks show and would like to thank the Lions Club for putting on a great show every
year.”

Supervisor Alex Espindola and Ridgecrest Lion Sharelle are pictured. McDonald’s made
a Silver Level $250 donation supporting the Lions Community July 4th Fireworks dis-
play.  “Have a safe and happy 4th of July everyone!”



HIGH DESERT NURSERY
Lic# 1600011653

760-793-6922

Palms • Plants • Trees • Ready To Plant

Open M-F 9AM - 5PM • Sat 9AM - 4
Free Delivery Ridgecrest & Inyokern

4000 Inyokern Rd.

216 S. Norma St.,
Ridgecrest, CA
760-371-1376

FD 1184

since1967 

We are a Full
Service Facility

Mortuary
Cemetery

Crematory
Funeral Planning

PLAN
AHEAD
Funding For
Your Funeral
Ahead Of Time
Makes Good
Sense

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

Before high car payments get you down, give us an 

closing costs or hidden fees. GET TO A BETTER STATE.®

CALL ME TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION.

Refinancing with us could save you hundreds.*

1303063 10/13

* Hypothetical savings example over life of loan based on reduced interest rate. 
 Actual savings amount will vary depending on your individual circumstances.

R fi i i h ld h d d *

Keep your car. 
Trade in your loan.

Gary Charlon, Agent
State Farm Agent
995 N Norma St Suite A
Ridgecrest, CA  93555
Bus: 760-446-4279
Mon-Thurs 9:00am to 5:30pm  
Friday 9:00am to 5:00pm 

(760) 608-3010
Johnny Perez CA LIC #860981

FREE ESTIMATES • SENIOR DISCOUNT 
Quality and Custom Painting

Interior and Exterior
Residential and Commercial

• Pressure Washing of Sidewalks
and Driveways

• Parking Lot Striping

FREE ESTIMATES • SENIOR DISCOUNT 
Quality and Custom Painting

Interior and Exterior
Residential and Commercial

• Pressure Washing of Sidewalks
and Driveways

• Parking Lot Striping

FREE ESTIMATES • SENIOR DISCOUNT 
Quality and Custom Painting

Interior and Exterior
Residential and Commercial

• Pressure Washing of Sidewalks
and Driveways

• Parking Lot Striping

JOHNNY’S PAINTING

HAPPY

INDEPENDENCE DAY 2017

Assemblyman Vince Fong

PAID FOR BY VINCE FONG FOR ASSEMBLY 2018

FOURTH of JULY

As we celebrate our nation’s  
freedom on the Fourth of July, 
we also honor the courageous 
men and women dedicated to 

preserving it.

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

www.McCarthyforCongress.com

Paid for by Kevin McCarthy for Congress

 This Fourth  
of July may we  
not forget: we live  
in the land of the free,  
because of the brave. 

Thank you to our veterans and 
the men and women serving in 
our armed forces today.”
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Optimists
donate to
Lions Club
fireworks
show
Pictured are Optimst Member Natalie, Lion
Sharelle, Optimist Member Toni. IWV Opti-
mist club would like to wish everyone:
“Happy 4th!” IWV Optimist Club make a
Silver Level $250 donation supporting the
Lions Community July 4th Fireworks dis-
play.



100 E. Ward, Ridgecrest, CA 93555
760-446-3500 • www.desertvalleys.org

Happy 4th of JulyHappy 4th of July

540 Perdew, Suite C

760-446-3611

Have a Safe and
Happy 4th of July

Heating & Air Conditioning
760.446.5577                                               821 W. INYOKERN RD.

STATE LIC.NO 672679

HAVE A SAFE & HAPPY
JULY 4TH

1200 W. Reeves Suite B • 760.446.5781
crossfitridgecrestkpt@gmail.com • crossfitridgecrest.com

Enjoy a Safe and
Happy 4th of July

Law Offices of

Ashton E. Dunn
139 N. Balsam • Suite 1300

1-760-375-6100

CHERYL’S DINERCHERYL’S DINER
Just for you -- super food and friendly, too!

11030 Kernvile Rd. • Kernville, CA
1-760-376-6131

Happy
Fourth of July

1081 N. China Lake Blvd.
760.446.3551 | www.rrh.org

1-760-377-5766 • www.firequick.com

HAVE A HAPPY & SAFE

4TH OF JULY

Helping wildland firefighters fight fire with fire!

1050 N. Norma
855-446-5400

Heritage

Happy July 4th
Be Safe

Happy July 4th
Be Safe
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DUESSELDORF, Ger-
many  — The Tour de
France calls its start the
“Grand Depart.” This year it
feels more like the “Grand
Return.”

Six years after German
TV stopped broadcasting
cycling’s showpiece event
because of a series of dop-
ing scandals and three
decades after it last rolled
off in the country, the Tour
opens this weekend with
two stages in Duesseldorf.

The race starts Saturday
with a mostly flat 14-kilo-
meter (8.7-mile) individ-

ual time trial in Duessel-
dorf that seems tailor made
for four-time world cham-
pion Tony Martin to grab
the yellow jersey in front of
his home fans.

Stage 2 on Sunday goes
from Duesseldorf to Liege,
Belgium.

The last time the three-
week race started from Ger-
many was in 1987, when
the Grand Depart took
place in West Berlin —
when the city was still di-
vided.

A decade later, German
cycling reached its high
point when Jan Ullrich be-
came the first and still only
German rider to win the

Tour.
Ullrich also finished run-

ner-up five times in the
Tour, three times behind
Lance Armstrong, who was
eventually stripped of his
seven titles for doping.

Ullrich also fell into dis-
grace and was suspended in
2006 in the fallout from the
Operation Puerto blood-
doping scandal in Spain.
He retired a year later, and
the Court of Arbitration
for Sport then banned him
for two years in 2012 for in-
volvement in the doping
program of Spanish doctor
Eufemiano Fuentes.

Ullrich did not contest
the ruling by the sports

court and remains unwel-
come in cycling circles. He
was not invited to Duessel-
dorf by Tour organizers.

While Ullrich’s Tour vic-
tory set off a golden age of
German cycling, the sport
quickly disintegrated in the
country following doping
scandals involving promi-
nent riders like Patrick
Sinkewitz and Stefan Schu-
macher. Even Erik Zabel,
the popular rider who still
holds the record of six
green jerseys in the Tour’s
points classification, ad-
mitted to doping after he
retired.

These days, a new gener-
ation of German riders led

by Martin, sprinters An-
dre Greipel and Marcel Kit-
tel — who have won 11 and
nine Tour stages, respec-
tively — plus classics spe-
cialist John Degenkolb,
have drawn local fans back
to cycling.

German TV station ARD
began broadcasting the
Tour again in 2015 and the
Tour of Germany is slated
to return next year after it,
too, was canceled in 2009.

“A lot of people are look-
ing forward to have the
Tour de France back in Ger-
many, and we want to give
fans reasons to be proud of
us,” said Kittel, who is aim-
ing to win Stage 2. “Having

the Grand Depart here is an
important step for the Ger-
man community.”

Martin, meanwhile,
should thrive on the urban
time trial course taking the
riders down the banks of
the Rhine river. The course
likely isn’t long enough for
overall Tour favorites Chris
Froome and Richie Porte to
distance themselves too
much from their rivals, al-
though they could contend
for the stage win.

Another rider to look out
for in the time trial is Ro-
han Dennis, the Australian
with BMC who won the
opening leg in 2015.

BY ANDREW DAMPF
Associated Press

After doping age, Tour start in Germany is a ‘Grand Return’

INDIANAPOLIS — Katie
Ledecky and Lilly King spent
Friday night cleaning up in
Indianapolis.

Now the two American
stars can start planning their
next major project — sweep-
ing the world champi-
onships.

On a night Kevin Cordes
reclaimed his national
record in the men’s 100-me-
ter breaststroke and 32-year-
old Matt Grevers regained a
spot on the U.S. team, the
two 20-year-old women
each closed out their U.S
National Championships
with a third victory and even
bigger plans next month in
Budapest, Hungary.

“This is faster than I was

last summer and I was elat-
ed then,” King said after
winning the 100 breast-
stroke in a championship
record of 1 minute, 4.95 sec-
onds. “I think it sets me up
pretty well.”

King won all three Amer-
ican breaststroke titles in
Indianapolis.

Next up: The daunting
prospect of three possible
head-to-head matchups with
Russian rival Yulia Efimova,
who King dubbed a drug
cheat at last summer’s
Olympics. Efimova and King
currently are ranked one-
two in the world in each
event, with Efimova holding
the best times at the 100
and 200 distances. King is
seeded No. 1 in the 50.

King just held off the
hard-charging Katie Meili,

who went 1:05.51 on Friday.
But Ledecky will have the

more grueling challenge in
Budapest.

Two years after becoming
the first swimmer in history
to win the 200, 400, 800
and 1,500 freestyle at worlds,
the Stanford star could repli-
cate the feat.

After winning the 800
and 200 free earlier this
week, Ledecky came back
from a rare day off and broke
her own U.S. Open record in
the 400 with a 3:58.44. For
the third time this week,
Leah Smith wound up a dis-
tant second to Ledecky with
a time of 4:03.77.

The winners of each event
automatically qualify for the
U.S. Runner-ups are likely to
make the team but must
wait for the selection process

to end.
Ledecky’s earlier win in

the 800 means she can skip
Saturday’s 1,500 and still
compete in the event at
worlds.

“The 3:58 is my third-best
ever and it took me some
time to get from 3:58 back to
3:58,” she said. “I’m just
coming off the first year af-
ter the Olympics and have
been building into the quad,
so I’m happy to see what I
can do.”

While the success of
Ledecky and King continued
to be the biggest splash at
nationals, Cordes and Gre-
vers produced two of the
most emotional stories all
week.

Ten months after Cordes
saw Cody Miller take
Olympic gold with an Amer-

ican record of 58.87, Miller
couldn’t do anything to pre-
vent Cordes from retaking it
in Indy.

Cordes touched in 58.74
while Miller, in the lane next
to Cordes, settled for second
in 59.11.

“It was in the back of my
mind,” Cordes said after
claiming his third national
title in four days. “But, real-
ly, I’m just happy to get a
chance to swim in Budapest.”

Nobody was happier than
Grevers.

After failing to make the
Olympic team last year, los-
ing his records to Ryan Mur-
phy, questioning whether he
would still be competitive in-
ternationally and facing re-
tirement if he didn’t qualify
Friday, Grevers broke
through with a performance

that had the entire pool deck
cheering him.

He beat Murphy with a
time of 52.71 to keep his ca-
reer going. Murphy was sec-
ond in 52.302.

“I guess I’m like the Rudy
of swimming right now,”
Grevers said. “I don’t think
I’m the underdog but I think
everyone saw the pain I was
in last year and now they’re
rooting for that guy.”

Olympic gold medalist
Kathleen Baker broke Mis-
sy Franklin’s 4-year-old
championship record to win
the women’s 100 back. Olivia
Smoliga was second in 59.17.

And Zane Grothe took the
men’s 400 free title in
3:44.43. Clark Smith was
second in 3:45.91.

The nationals conclude
Saturday.

BY MICHAEL MAROT
AP Sports Writer

Katie Ledecky races to 3rd individual title at US nationals

The image of Clark Hunt
that’s easiest to the mind is
an ultra-conservative, me-
thodical and smart man try-
ing to move through the im-
possible legacy and expecta-
tions that come with being
his father’s son.

There is truth in all of
that, but it’s best seen
through a specific lens, an
angle that’s becoming more
important as he continues to
shape the Chiefs entering
his 11th full season in charge
of the family business.

Because Hunt is all of
those things: conservative,
deliberate, intelligent.

But he also carries other
characteristics, equally as
important to how he runs
the team. These are traits he
prefers to keep out of the
public’s view: cold, calculat-
ed, his business decisions
completely unencumbered
by the burden of personal
feelings.

Maybe some of this is eas-
ier to see now, after Hunt
fired general manager John
Dorsey in a move that
shocked the football world
and is seen as unprecedent-
ed in its timing and con-
text.

He does not speak publicly
often. When he does, he’s

meticulous in both what he
talks about and how he talks
about it. He does not let
people in easily. He has a vir-
tual allergy to attention.

His father was an every-
man, with a touch of show-
man. Clark is relentlessly
serious, and prefers running
Kansas City’s most famous

institution from the back-
ground.

He is short, usually quiet,
and always tailored and aus-
tere in style. That’s part of

why it’s easy, sometimes, to
take him as passive. Indeci-
sive. He keeps his permanent
home in Dallas, a fact many
have taken to label him as an

absentee owner. And to be
fair, there was a time he was

BY SAM MELLINGER
Kansas City Star

Sam Mellinger: Chiefs owner Clark Hunt showing a ruthless side his silence often hides

KEITH MYERS/KANSAS CITY STAR/TNS
Kansas City Chiefs chairman and CEO Clark Hunt, right, talks with head coach Andy Reid before a game against the St. Louis Rams on October 26,
2014, at Arrowhead Stadium in Kansas City, Mo. 
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Corey Kluber is looking
like a Cy Young favorite,
while Michael Taylor is
overlooked in Washington.
Meanwhile, it might be
time to bail on Taijuan
Walker, and Jonathan Vil-
lar returned with a bang
but still has lingering con-
cerns.

CHEERS
Corey Kluber, CLE - To

say Kluber has been great
would be an understate-
ment. Since his return (six
starts), Kluber has just six
earned runs with 64 strike-
outs in 43 innings, includ-
ing 10-plus strikeouts in all
but one start. Not surpris-
ingly, owners have started
asking if they should sell
high on Kluber because “it
can’t get better than this,
right?” Not so fast. Kluber
now has a 3.02 ERA for
the season, which is just
slightly under his 3.14 ERA
from last year. Kluber’s ex-
pected fielding independ-
ent pitching (xFIP) is actu-
ally 2.69, and he had a
2.44 ERA in 2014, so it
can get better. Even if this
is peak Kluber and he set-
tles in to a 3.00 ERA and
around 10.0 strikeouts per
nine innings instead of his
current 11.8 mark, you
can’t sell high on Kluber.
This year is not like most.
Having an ace pitcher like
Kluber, Clayton Kershaw,
Max Scherzer or Chris Sale
gives you a distinct advan-
tage over your competi-
tion. Madison Bumgarner
should return soon, but
Noah Syndergaard will still
miss more time and top-
end pitchers such as Jake
Arrieta and Jon Lester are
having down years. Dallas
Keuchel is still the fourth-
highest rated pitcher, and
he’s been on the DL for
weeks. Sometimes, you
have to understand the
edge you have with stars,
and a pitcher like Kluber
means your No. 1 is better
than most of the league.
Don’t sell high.

Michael Taylor, WSH -
It’s not clear what it will
take for fantasy owners to
appreciate Taylor. Taylor
is in the top 20 in runs and
HRs, top 30 in RBIs and
top 6 in SBs with a .293 av-
erage in the month of June.
In other words, Taylor has
been a top 15 overall hitter
for the month. Yet, if you
offer him in a trade, own-
ers will balk at his value
being anything more than
an fifth outfielder. That’s
where your knowledge
comes into play. Go after
the Taylor owner and try to
grab him in a deal. You
might find that the owner
is wise to Taylor’s value, but
many owners are still re-
luctant to believe. It’s pos-
sible that Taylor’s inconsis-
tent playing time over the
past two seasons clouds
people’s judgment, but Tay-
lor is a true 20/30 threat
for HRs/SBs and is at least
a third outfielder for fanta-
sy teams this year. Maybe
Taylor can even soften
some of the blow from Trea
Turner’s loss.

TEARS
Taijuan Walker, ARI -

Walker’s possible break-
out season is starting to
look less likely by the start.
Since May 16, Walker has a
3.9 strikeout minus walk
percentage, which is the

11th-lowest mark among
starters. While Walker’s
3.50 ERA looks solid, he’s
given up nine runs (seven
earned) in his last three
starts. Walker’s xFIP is
nearly a full run higher at
4.43. 

Looking deeper, he is al-
lowing one-third of the
number of home runs he
did last year (per nine in-
nings). You might think
that’s good, but it’s actual-
ly concerning, as Walker is
allowing the highest hard
hit ball percentage of his
career and has regularly
allowed well over a home
run per nine innings
pitched. 

Additionally, the Dia-
mondbacks nixed the plans
to add a humidor this year.
Pitching in Arizona makes
regression more likely giv-
en its hitter-friendly na-
ture, and Walker is walking
more batters than ever
while striking out fewer
over the last few weeks.
There are signs here telling
us it would be a good time

to sell high on Walker.

FEARS
Jonathan Villar, MIL -

Villar returned from the
DL to find himself on the
bench in his first game
back. He more than made
up for that with two home
runs against the Reds, but
should you be encouraged
or still have concerns? Vil-
lar entered the game with
a .216 average while on
pace for 15 HRs, 71 runs,
66 RBIs and 36 SBs. Oth-
er than that painful aver-

age, the drop in runs and
especially stolen bases
made Villar one of this
year’s biggest disappoint-
ments. The problem is that
Villar is striking out over
30 percent of the time, a
career worst. On top of
that, Eric Sogard has been
playing great, Orlando Ar-
cia is doing well too and
Hernan Perez is the Brew-
ers everyman, now pushed
to the infield more with
Ryan Braun back. 

If Villar doesn’t keep hit-
ting, there are numerous

options for the Brewers.
If you own Villar, look to
sell high quickly. If you
can get high-end shortstop
value for him, move on
and eliminate the risk, but
don’t just toss Villar away
for pennies.

STREAMING PITCHERS
You should know this by

now, but stream your
pitchers against the Padres.
They continue to lead the
league in SOBB (strikeout
percentage minus base on
balls percentage), making

Trevor Bauer, Josh Tomlin,
Nick Pivetta and Aaron
Nola all strong starts. 

The Rangers offense is
still struggling to hit con-
sistently and are just be-
hind the Padres in SOBB.
Consider Rick Porcello a
better play than he has
been in most starts to date.

The Athletics are a
strong matchup play,
which makes Carlos
Rodon, Ariel Miranda and
Felix Hernandez quality
options.
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CHICAGO — Dustin
Fowler’s major league de-
but was over before he even
stepped into the batter’s
box, and New York Yankees
manager Joe Girardi had
harsh words for Guaran-
teed Rate Field.

The 22-year-old Fowler
ruptured the patellar ten-
don in his right knee dur-
ing the first inning of the
Yankees’ 4-3 loss to the
Chicago White Sox on
Thursday night, slamming
into the short sidewall near
the corner trying to catch
Jose Abreu’s one-out foul
ball. Fowler had surgery
at Rush University Medical
Center.

Girardi said the injury
was avoidable.

“There’s an electrical
box,” Girardi said. “And to
me, that’s a problem. And
I’m not blaming the White

Sox, but it’s something that
needs to be inspected. It
should have been padded
or not put there or put
lower because if the kid
doesn’t hit the electrical
box, he might still be hurt,
but my guess is he doesn’t
rupture his patellar ten-
don.”

Fowler was on a full run
and wasn’t able to catch up
with the ball, which
bounced in foul territory.
Fowler tumbled into the
first row of seats, then tried
to stand up on the field. Gi-
rardi said more needs to be
done in stadiums to pre-
vent players from flipping
over low walls.

“I think it’s something
baseball needs to address,”
he said. “Maybe you put
up Plexiglass, so they can’t
flip over and people can
look through it. They look
through it in hockey.”

Fowler hopped but his

right leg buckled twice be-
fore he sat down on the
warning track and waited
for help. He was driven off
in a cart, and Girardi said
Fowler will miss the rest of
the season. The injury usu-
ally requires at least six
months of rehabilitation.

“He has to go through a
long grueling rehab, and it
just doesn’t seem fair that’s
what happened,” Girardi
said. “I was in tears, actu-
ally, because I know what it
takes to get here and how
hard he’s worked and
what’s supposed to be a
really exciting day for him
turns into a really bad day.”

Fowler was brought up
earlier in the day from
Triple-A Scranton/Wilkes-
Barre.

“It just makes you sick,”
Yankees teammate Aaron
Judge said.

Fowler was set to lead off
the second inning for his

first big league plate ap-
pearance.

“It’s one of the worst
things I’ve seen on a base-
ball field,” New York left
fielder Brett Gardner said.
“I just can’t imagine a
worse scenario for him.

“It’s heartbreaking. He’s
a good kid and a really, re-
ally good player with a
bright future.”

Fowler’s injury followed
a 2-hour, 50-minute rain
delay. Fowler was replaced
by Rob Refsnyder.

Fowler was called up af-
ter the Yankees put first
baseman Tyler Austin on
the disabled list with a
hamstring injury. Fowler
hit .293 with 13 homers at
43 RBIs at Scranton and
was selected to play in the
International League All-
Star Game.

With Fowler out, the
Yankees may once again
have to dip into the minor

league system for help.
Miguel Andujar, another

22-year-old, made his big
league debut Wednesday
and had three hits and four
RBIs as the designated hit-
ter in a 12-3 win. Andujar
was optioned Thursday to
Scranton so he can play
third base regularly, ac-
cording to Girardi.

“He had a great day and
it’s hard to send him down,”
Girardi said. “We look at
him as an everyday third
baseman in the future.”

Austin, brought up Sat-
urday to replace Chris
Carter, was put on the 10-
day disabled list with what
Girardi called a high grade
right hamstring strain.

“He’s going to be out
awhile,” Girardi said.

Carter, designated for
assignment and assigned
outright Scranton/Wilkes-
Barre, was brought back
to the big league roster

and listed as a bench play-
er. The first baseman hit 41
homers last season for Mil-
waukee but just eight in 57
games with New York
while batting .204 with 70
strikeouts.

CC Sabathia threw a
bullpen session and said
he is ready to be activated.
Girardi wants to wait a
couple of days to see how
the 6-foot-6 left-hander
feels before projecting his
return to the rotation.

New York also trans-
ferred Greg Bird to the 60-
day disabled list and desig-
nated outfielder Mason
Williams for assignment.
Bird went on the DL on
May 2.

The Yankees have lost
12 of their last 16 games
and fallen a game behind
first place Boston in the AL
East.

Girardi blames lack of padding for rookie's injury
ASSOCIATED PRESS

FANTASY PLAYS: Can Corey Kluber keep up his Cy Young pace?
BY JAKE CIELY

Fantasy Sports Network
via Associated Press


	RCA050704
	RCA060704
	RCA070704
	RCA080704
	RCB020704
	RCB070704
	RCB080704

