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So here’s what | want you to do, God helping you: Take your
everyday, ordinary life—your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and
walking-around life—and place it before God as an offering.
Embracing what God does for you is the best thing you can do for
him. Don’t become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into
it without even thinking. Instead, fix your attention on God. You’ll
be changed from the inside out. Readily recognize what he wants
from you, and quickly respond to it. Unlike the culture around you,
always dragging you down to its level of immaturity, God brings
the best out of you, develops well-formed maturity in you.
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James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the
twelve tribes in the Dispersion: Greetings.
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Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various
kinds, for you know that the testing of your faith produces
steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you
may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.”
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If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives
generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him. But
let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is
like a wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind. For
that person must not suppose that he will receive anything from
the Lord; he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.”
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Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when
he has stood the test he will receive the crown of life, which God
has promised to those who love him. Let no one say when he is
tempted, “l am being tempted by God,” for God cannot be
tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. “But each
person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own
desire. Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and
sin when it is fully grown brings forth death. Do not be deceived,
my beloved brothers.”
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Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming
down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation
or shadow due to change. Of his own will he brought us forth
by the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his

creatures.”
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